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DEDICATION

This little booklet is written as a celebratiai the remnans who have gone before us who
dzy RSNBRG22R UGKFG OGOKSANI 62N okl a I LI OS F2N g2
unfolding Kingdom.

Lifework: Developing a Biblical Theology of Vocation is a work in progress. If you haveastories

insights to share that would help strengthen this tool or encourage others, please pass them on
to us.

It is dedicated to my friends Bob Osburn and Moses Kim who long to see Christians challenged,
trained, and released to serve Christ in their vamas for the discipling of nations.



LIFEWORK

If we look externally there is a
difference betwixt the washing of
dishes and preaching of the Word o Let every Christian walk
God; but as touchingtplease God, in with God when hevorks

relation to His call, none at all. at his calling, and act in
his occupation with an

William Tyndale eye to God, act as unde
the eye of God.

One effect of this was to give Cotton Mather
workers in all trades a genuine
equality before God and

genuine importance in the life
of the community... No menial Laborare est OraréNork is worship.All

work was in itself beneath the true Work is sacred; in all true Work,
dignity of prophet, priest, or were it but handlabour, there is
king. In fact, God chose an something of divines... No man has
obscure shepherd boy as king work, or can work, except religiously; ng
and an unheralded carpenter & even the poor dayaborer, the weaver of
Messiah. your coat, the sewer of your shoes.

Paul S. Minear Thomas Carlyle
Author of Work and Vocation

We wait d lis if | h Our whole life
ar, pray ana prepare All is, if I have grace t( should be nothing

ourselves as if the Lord woul but praise to God
return tomorrow. Yet we use it so, Even if the Lord '
plant, build and work on would return

earth asif it would continue )
for another thousand years As ever in my great tomorrow, | would
' TaskY' | a U S NI still plant a sapling

. today.
Wilhelm Hofmann John Milton

Founder of the Brethren Martin Luther
Church of Korntal, Germany
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INTRODUCTION

This booklet will introduce the concept bfework as well as give you a taoBiblical Thelogy of
Vocatior 12 KSf L) €2dzx | F2tt26SNJ 2F / KNAaAGzE OH2yySdi

First, you will find a narrative with a study guide to aid you in discovering the wonder of consciously
relating your work to the Kingdom of God.c8ad, you will find twelve Bible studies (Basics) that
Affdza0NF S K2g D2RQa 22NR AYyTFT2N¥a (G6St @S &aLISOA
want to take the time to reflect more deeply, you may use the third section (Advanced) to help
develop yur own Biblical Theology of Vocation. There are two tools to choose from. Then you will

find a series of readings that supplement this study. The Appendix has information on Journaling to

help you with the Advanced exercises and a Bibliography for furéesting.

God is not just Lord of the religious and spiritual realm. He is the Lord of all, including the Lord of
our work. He is the Lord of communication; the Trinity spoke before the creation of the world. He is
the Lord of agriculture; He created thgystem and planted the first garden. He is the master
architect; He designed and built the universe, and now He is building the Kingdom of God. He is the
Lord of health, the healer of individuals and the healer of nations.

This booklet will help you undstand your work, not merely as a job or a means of support, but as a
vocation, a calling. It is not intended for use in determining your vocation; it assumes that you

Ff NBIFIR& (y26 @2dzNJ G200dzLd GA2y ¢ . dzi NI GKSNE A
@20 0A2Yy 6A0GK (GKS yIFINNIGAGS 2F D2RQa dzy¥2f RAy 3

My prayer is that God might use this tool to help Christians around the world to relate their
vocational life to the Kingdom of God, to the end that cultures are redeemed and nations discipled
for the coming King.

! The Transforming Story refers to the meta-story of the Bible which includes two components. First is redemption

history. The story begins in a gardend Genesis 18 and ends in a cityd the end of Revelation. It records Creation,

the Fall, and Galbtdingstowlonselfin thedife, deettg amdresurrdction of Jesus Christ. It

concludes with the return of Christ with His Kingdom, the consummation of history. The second component of the

meta-story is that the Bible reveals what has been called the Hebrew metaphysic or the Judeo-Christian worldview.

For our work to flotunrbshoastvoeadsohoobeficoompated to
Hebrew metaphysic of the biblical narrative.



Lifework:
Developing a Biblical Theology of Vocation

God is building His Kingdom. He has a purpose for hististory is going somewheteand a

purpose for man. For each of His children, God has given us a life purpodédeoe.

God has a general calling for all of the redeemed, first to salvatjastification, and then to the
Christian life to be godly men and women, to be servants, to seek first His Kingdom and His
righteousness. He also has a particular calling for each fallofv€hrist, a place to work for His
unfolding Kingdom. We shall call the former (general callifgand the latter (particular calling)
G2N] @ ¢23S0KSiMaokkSe I NB 2ySQa

David Wells, in his bodko Place for Truthdescribes how each of us asriGtians has a theology on
which we base our lives. It may not be good theology. It may not betlalight out or consciously
connected. Nevertheless, we are all theologians. Wells writes,

Let us not think, | said, that we really have a choice betweefingaa theology and not having
one. We all have our theologies, for we all have a way of putting things together in our minds
that, if we are Christian, has a shape that arises from our knowledge of God and his Word. We
might not be conscious of the procedndeed, we frequently are not. But at the very least we
will organize our perceptions into some sort of pattern that seems to make sense to us. The
guestion at issue, then, is nethetherwe will have a theology but whether it will be a good or
bad one,whether we will become conscious of our thinking processes or not, and, more
particularly, whether we will learn to bring all of our thoughts into obedience to Christ or not.
[Jesus himself had a theology.] He explained himself in terms of biblicalticevelsnderstood

his life and work in relation to God, and viewed all of life from this perspective. He had a
worldview that originated in the purposes amharacter of his Father and that informed
everything he said and didemphasis mine]

The Nature of Work

Different people have different concepts of work. The nature of work is usually defined by the
YI22NAG& Odz GdzNB 2F | &d20ASdeées FyR GKFEGEZ Ay
Christians see the necessity of work as part of the Fathefting that God worked (Gen. 2:2), and

that man was placed in the Garden before the Fall to work it (Gen. 2:15). When people see work as

LI NI 2F D2RQa OdzZNBAS 2y ONBIFGA2yX GKSy AdG Aa az
possible. A friend omine from West Africa once said that many of the young men in his country

2 David Wells, No Place for TruthGrand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1993, pp. 3,4.
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First, the animistic worldview sees work as what one doesirvive.

It is usually seen as a necessary evil. This concept is often found
among peoples who live at or below the poteline. It is a basic
feature of most animistic cultures.

Second, the naturalistic or materialistic worldview sees worl as
career, as the backbone of modern society. Work is viewed main
in economic terms. It is what one does to have materiahdhb,
GOGKS 3F22R fATFTSPE 22N] Ay UGKA;
G4adz00Saaszé dzLldl NR Y20AfAdes |
is consumption which is the natural purpose of a secular ¢
hedonistic society.

dza dzl f £ &
So ¢KS

Third, the evangelical Gnostic paigm provides us with two views

2T 62Nl P ¢KS TFANRG Aa o®@MNa@hefAy (K
ministry ¢ KA& Aa | NBI O I Y2y 3

certain groups of Christians to a
GLINRFFYySe aSOdA
If the world and secular jobs are
seen as evil or Il and one wants
to be more spiritual, then he or she
32S3 A y-tinge  Clirigtidet
aSNIAOS b ¢ KAa&
pastoring, missions, and other
GALIANRKRGdzZE £ 62 NJ] Pé

The second evangelical Gnostiew sees work as place to do spiritual ministry. Some Chistians
K2 R2 y20 ¢ y-liaY¥® ARNMYIOR ya FOZEN] ¢ otShdr G2 Ay

® Evangelical Gnosticism: The Greek dichotomy between the spiritual realm, considered sacred, and the physical
realm, considered profane. In the 2™ century, Valentinius led the early Gnostic sect within the church. One of the



workplace. They see their job site as a place to do spiritual ministopduct Bible studies and
share the Gospel. Both the third and fourth concemf work stem from a Gnostic view of
Christianity.

Fourth, the biblical worldview provides a framework for work being

sacred, for labor having dignity. Thiencept of work is that it ia
vocationt 2y SQa OFffAy3Id 22N)] A& Qa OF ff
life. It becomes the spherehrough which, not merelyin which, a

Christian serves Christ and His Kingdom. It is the occupgatian

LINKR Y OA LX S 06 dza AytRéugh whidh oryoSdgies f A FS
territory or a sphere of influence (Luke 19:18) Jesus Clpst.

This biblical concept understands that God is at work in the world building His Kingdom, and that,
among other things, He calls us to participate in the building of His Kingdom through our work. |
KIS OFft SR Ullfes 8 NP yifepRBA a4 2549105t A aKSa 2y SQa LI |
A02NBEO® WdzalG +Fa Fff 2F KAaO2NER Aad Y2@0Ay3 (G261 NR
intentionally moving towards itglestingg G2 Fdzf FAf € Ad& LJzN1LI2&AS Ay D2
culture and animistic cultures have an inadequate view of time, a view in which there is no future.
Among other things, a biblical worldview acknowledges that God is working in history to fulfill His

telost eschatological purpose for all of history, and Hikost anthropological purpose for each

individual life.

church fathers, Eusebius (~260-340), Bishop of Carthage, contributed to the branch of Gnostic thinking in the

church when he distinguished between the fAperfect 1ifeq
pursuit. Christians who view fireligipouwoordRiAgpiactual
most often operating from a Gnostic worldview.



Word Family: telos

TEAAD v hou
The End ;Ipr["?::t?x!"?w}b entelomai Ty ikl o
THE CITY OF GOD to set ouk Far a . me end

definit int 1
Matihew 28:20 Rg  oral Matthew 28:20

eschatological

anthropological

| once heard a story of a reporter who was visiting a construction site in a classical city in Europe
where a group of workers was building a beautiful stone edifice. The reporter asked three different

YSYy gKIG 0KS& ¢gSNBE R2Ay3Id ¢KS FANRG 2yS NBalLRy
GKSasS aldz2ySadé ¢KS aSO2yR 2yS 6AGK &a2YS LINARS A
ASYSNI A2y dé ¢KS GKANR &l XREZFAD2RYEKEKNEFEIRAFTS
the same task had radically different understandings of what they were doing.

hySQa OdzZ G§dzZNB 'y R Odzf GdzNI f 62NI ROASH HAff
work. As followers of Christ, we must rsmiously attach our worklifeworkt @ 2 D2
Transforming Story.

RSGSN
RQa

The Call of God

In Genesis 1:287 we find the Creation Mandate for development. Here God blesses Adam and Eve
and gives them a task. As His image bearer, man is to steward creation, & BeQGi-RegénO S
over the created order. In Genesis 1Z2ve find again that God blesses Abraham. As in Genesis
1:28, the blessing is for a purpose: that Abraham and his descendants would be a bleaflitigeto
nations of the earth. In Matthew 28:130 the theme continues as the victorious Christ, the King,
blesses His emissaries with His Holy Spirit and commands them to make disciples of alt nations
ethnos Finally, in Revelation 21:2%, we find that the King returns with His Kingdom. With the
nationshaving been blessed and discipled, the kings of the nations bring the glory of their nations

10



into the Kingdom of God. Within the context of this unfolding history, we find that He has a call
upon our individual lives telios.

In Psalm 139:1:36 we find K & ¢S T NB Gao0Sl dziAFdzZ t& FyR 62y RSNJ
I NBI G§2NJ FNRY 2dz2NJ Y20KSNREa ¢2Y0d ¢KS Ll2adtsS t 1 dz
GKSY KS &alFAR GKFG FTNRBY KA& Y20KSNRa ¢ hesameKS g1 a
gl a SELINBaaSR 2F tldZ i GKS GAYS 2F Kaa O2y @SN
Damascus. There you will be taitl that you have been assigned toédo 6! O & HHYMAUOL P t |
FaaAdyyYSyid FNRY (KS YRDYHAEAERPHS y FLRadtsS G2
2S 4SS (KAa alyS GKSYS NBFitSOGSR Ay (GKS tAFTS 27
the will of him who sent me and tiinish hiswork¢ ¢ KS CIF GKSNJ KIR  g2NJ] ¥
basis of His life was to finish that workowards the end of the Gospel, as Jesus was with the
RAAOALI Sa |4 GKS tlFaa2@SN) adzllLISNE lednplétinithe SRE  a L
work you gave meto do O W2 KYy wmMTYno® / KNAaAlG o6Fa O2yaoOi2dz
purpose inthedzy F2f RAYy3 2F D2RQ& LI IFy®d 9 OK 2F dza | f &z
for a purpose within the unfolding Kingdom.

Three Major Aspects of the Call of God

What is the call of God? What is the nature of the call of God? It is a double tiadl baliever. The

call has both a general nature for all Christians and a particular call for each individual Christian. It is
a call to Christ and His Kingdom for all believers, and it is a call for each believer to be an instrument
of the Kingdom in thevorld. The call has both a general and a particular nature.

¢tKS ISySNrf OIFff Aa D2RQa OFff (G2 alftgdgriarzys |
a holy life in all relationships). This is a common call on all Christians to dx #ais a call out of
the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of Light.

Justificatomn ¢ KA& A& 'y 2NRAYFINE OFffAy3a FNRBY { ONA LI
righteousness is imputed to me (Il Cor. 5:21). We are declared holy and just. It refiegtssition
in Christ. We stand in the shadow of the cross of Christ.

Sanctificatiom This is a call to all Christians to become what we have been declared to be in Christ.
We have been declared holy and just; now we are to live holy and just livesethisd aspect of

our calling includes all of man and all of his relationships. We are to worship the King, serve our
fellow man, and steward creation.

Thegeneraly I 1 dzZNBE 2F D2RQa OFff A& F2dzy R (KNP dz3K 2 dzi
calofi KS 0StASOSNI Fa ac¢2 FOG 2dzaidfe |yR tithe f 29SS
Micah Mandate (Micah 6:8). In Matthew 6:®lo0 WS &adza adl SR GKFd 2dz2NJ O
Kingdom and His righteousness [general will], and all these thingsdylartiwill] will be given to

82dz & 6Stftdé [A1S6AaST WSadza RSAONAROSR GKS YAy
He was looking for laborers for the harvest (Matthew 9:37, 38). He was looking for His disciples to

be servants of the King (Ma10:43, 44). As was mentioned earlier, Jesus issued the charter of the

11



YAY3AR2Y 2F D2R Ay allGiKS¢ wHy>X ala &2dz 323 YIS
G!'a GKS ClFLOKSNJ KFa aSyd YSsI L 'Y aScaRfaryngd & 2 dzoé
Christian life.

God gives spiritual gifts through the outworking of the Holy Spirit to complement the natural
giftings, talents, temperaments, and interests imputed at birth and gained in life. These gifts are to

be employed in the moral fraework of our primary call as Christians to serve within the context of

the body of Christ. We read in Ephesians 4tBlthat spiritual gifts were given for the building up of

the body of Christ. In Romans 13/6 t I dzf ¢gNRAR(GSazX &2 S iKgltatlse gddeT F SNBy
IANPSY (2 dadé AyKE SRMNAFAXAK RS N YINNE RAFFSNBY
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the

same God works all of theminf £ YSy ®¢ {2YS 2F GKSasS 3IAFGAa I NB
G2NyJAYy3a 2F YANI OfSazr KSIfAy3ax KSE LAY dpurpokey R | RY
within the body of Christ.

The general call to salvation, to enter the Kingdom of Gdauisdational to the particular call, and
takes precedence over and defines in moral and spiritual terms the framework for the particular
call.

The patrticular call is a unique call on each individual Christian. This is a special calling by the Holy
Spiritd 2 LI NI A Odzf  NJ a6l GdAz2yas LI OSa 2F RSLIX 2@8dYSyli
believer has a variety of stations, deployments and tasks that make up the uniqueness of their place

in the unfolding of the Kingdom.

The third area of call is that ofvocatiort or occupatiod. Within the context of the biblical
worldview, there isno separation between the spiritual and the physical as there is in the
evangelical Gnostic worldview. Work is clearly more than an economic activity as seculanid

hold, and more than merely a survival activity as found in cultures of poverty. Work is transferred to
@20 GA2Y GAGKAY {(eétoS§ FTNIYSE2N] 2F D2RQa

The Reformation called all believers to live before the face oftGmulam Deg and only for the
glory of God soli Deo GlorigAll of life is to be lived only for the glory of God. All of life, including
work, is to be under the lordship of Christ (I Cor. 10:31; Rom. 11:36).

*Note that vocation is related toNGathoWebsaeeodands8eas8l Di
1. Among divines, a calling by the will of God; or the bestowmentof Godé6és di stingui shing gr ac
nation, by which that person or nation is put in the way of salvation; 2. Summons; call; inducement; 3. Designation

or destination to a particular state or profession; 4. Employment; calling; occupation; trade; a word that includes

professions as well as mechanical occupations. Let every divine, every physician, every lawyer, and every

mechanic, be faithful and diligent in his vocation.

Note the relationshi pliffbet kvle ean dyq e ¢ gaptyhidmso cl@asree ®Tcupyi
return. 1. The act of taking possession. 2. Possession; a holding or keeping; tenure; use; 3. That which engages the

time and attention; employment; businesg;tradd. The princi
Occupier, n. 1. One that occupies or takes possession. 2. One who holds possession. 3. One who follows an

employment. Ezek. 27.

Occupy, v.t. [L. occupo; ob and capio, to seize or take] 1. To take possession. 2. To keep in possession; to possess;

to hold or keep for use. 3. To take up; to possess; to cover or fill.

Occupy: To follow business; to negotiate. Occupy till I come. Luke 19.

12



Work itself is a holy activity. God is a working God. We see this in Hiohogation (Genesis 22

3) and sustaining providence (Hebrews 1:3b). We are made like Him. We gain dignity by working.
We fulfill our destiny through our work. God wants to use our occupations to occupy territory for
Christ and His Kingdom (Luke 19:13).

As Pope John Paul Il has written:

XGKS 1 2t@ {LANRG 2F D2R gNARGSEA Aya GKS KSI NJ
project of love and grace, which is the only way to give full meaning to existence,

opening the way to the freedom of the children of God and enabling the offering

2F 2ySQa LISNAE2YIFf YR ANNBLI I OSIFIotfS O2yGNROG
the path of justice and truth. The Spirit does not only help to place oneself sincerely

before the great questions of the hearWhere do | come from? Wine am | going?

Who am 1? What is the purpose of life? How should | spend my tirbePopens up

the prospect of courageous responses. The discovery that each man and woman

KFra KAa 26y LXIFOS Ay D2RQa KSIFNI FyR Ay (KS
point of departure for a new culture of vocations.®

What does it mean to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness within the context of my
@20 GA2YyK 2KSYy $2N] A& OAS6SR a I+ OFftftAy3as yz2i
us toward ou work, but we have opportunity to manifest the moral and metaphysical values of the
Kingdom of Godhrough our work into the institution and society that we are serving. To put it
differently, we have the opportunity to connect the Kingdom of God to agation, and through

that to impact our world.

In the 1930s the humanist educator, John Dewey, debated the classical educator and president of
the University of Chicago, Robert Hutchins over the purpose of education. Dewey argued that the
purpose of eduction was to prepare people fgobs Hutchins said that it was to prepare people

for life. Dewey won the argument, and his secular humanistic moral and metaphysical
underpinnings have permeated the education establishment of nation after nation sincértiet
Unfortunately, there were no Christians engaged in the debate to argue that education is to
prepare people to worship God, to serve their fellow man, and to steward creation. Christian
educators were not involved in this very important discussioralise they had given up a biblical
worldview which influences all areas of life for an increasingly narrow spiritual worldview (Gnostic)
in which they failed to bring their moral and metaphysical foundations into the work arena to be
dza SR ¥ 2 NJ D ZTRe@ @erelQtiristlai®s & Shdurch but secularists in the workplace.

Christ has called His people tisciple nationsdiscipling a nation is more comprehensive than
discipling individuals to be spiritual or merely saving souls for heaven. What this reghatas His
RAAOALI S&a 4SS IINB (2 Ay¥dzaS D2RQa Y2NIrft FyR YS
particularly into the institutions where we work. As salt and light (Matthew 8:&B we are to

® Joannes Paulus 11, from Castel Gandolfo, 24 September 1997. (Message of the Holy Father for the XXXV World
Day of Prayer for Vocations, 3 May 1998, IV Sunday of Easter.)

13



infuse Kingdom cultureethog into institutional éthne) settings. As Christians we are to consciously
see ourselves as shapers of the workplace and builders of nations.

The sum of our general call to life and our particular call to work isifewrork.

Connecting the Kingdom of God to Vocation

How migi 2y S O02yySOG (KS YAy3IR2Y 2F D2R (2 2ySQa
helping people in a developing country have a sustainable food supply for the first time in their

lives. This is a good thing to do! But are we consciously connecting tmiktand the people with

whom we are working to the First Farmer, the Creator of the first garden, and His unfolding
Kingdom? True sustainability will come only as people are connected to the Transforming Story. To

do this, one must understand his work as agriculturalist within the context of the Kingdom of

God.

Once when | was visiting the Altiplano in Bolivia, | had the privilege of worshiping one Sunday
morning with a group of believers in the town of Huarina, 14,000 feet above sea level. The shurch i

mainly composed of farmers and their families. Economically these people are desperately poor. As

the cultural story in Bolivia is similar to that in other cultures around the world, farmers are given

very little respect. They are among the lowest mensbef Bolivian society. After greeting the
O2yANBIAIFGA2yS L ¢FyuSR (G2 oNARYy3a | YSaal3asS 2F Sy
[ 2NR D2R KIFR LIXIFYdSR | 3AFNRSY Ay GKS Sraidz Ay
After reading the verse, paused, then read the first part agait ¢ KS [ 2NR D2R KI R t
D! ws59b®¢ ¢KSYy L LIdzaSR F3aFAY FyYyR &4FARI a!yR D2
LX FyGSR + 3AFNRSy®¢é ¢KSYy L |a1SR (KS ljdSaidArzys «a
beginto see dignity coming to the eyes of these beautiful people. For generations they had been

told that their work was insignificant and that they were low because they worked in the soil. All of

a sudden they came to see that God wagaadener and their vork had dignity because the God of

the universe was a farmer.

The great missionary statesman William Carey understood that God is the Lord of agriculture.

Carey brought the English daisy to India and introduced the Linnaean system to

gardening. He alsoublished the first books on science and natural history in India,

ddzOK & 2 At fFlofa Mdicale¢adsdANemb&i€vad the biblical view that,

W ff ¢Ke& g2N] & LINFAAS ¢KSSY h [2NR®PQ /I NB& 0o
its Creator; it isnot maya (illusion), to be shunned, but a subject worthy of human

study. He frequently lectured on science and tried to show that even lowly insects

are not souls in bondage, but creatures worthy of our attention.

Three things are required to connect owork to the Kingdom of God: beingotivated by Christ,
using themethodsof Christ, and having th&ind of Christ.

" Vishal & Ruth Mangalwadi, The Legacy of William CargyVheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1999), p. 17.
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First, our work must benotivatedby Christ. We are to serve Him because He first served us. We are
to love others because He first loved.uOur occupation, to serve Christ and His Kingdom, stems
from a thankful heart for who God is, for the free grace that He has given, and because He is
working in the world to advance His Kingdom.

LGQa y24 Sy2dzaK aAYLX & niethodsshouldvaisa reflddt &#iS Rethods. / K NA
Sometimes one might think that this means we are merely to do what we do professionally. While it

is good to do excellent and professional work, we can doatfang things professionally. As Francis
Schaefferhassaid,2 S N3 (2 R2 GKS [2NRQa 62N)] Ay GKS [ 2
g2NI RQa g & d¢ rigthingSveR (2 R2 GKS

Third, we are to have theind of Christ establish the context for our work. Paul has reminded us to
bring every thought capve to Christ (Il Cor. 10:5). This means more than bringing all of our
religious or ethical thoughts captive to Christ. We are to bahghoughts captive to Christ. Our
work is to be done within the moral and metaphysical framework of a biblical werlgwvithin the
context of the Kingdom of God.

As an example, Food for the Hungry International, the organization which | work for, is a Christian

relief and development organization. For years we have described ourselves as motivated by Christ,

but often we find ourselves analyzing the problems of hunger and poverty from a secular paradigm;
$SQA3S aol LWIAT SRE 2dz2NJ AYyRdzZaliNREQa YSUiK2Ra 6A0GK a
Christian. As an organization, we have come to repenetanoeo(Greekj i 2 ayGkS GKS YAYR
G2 G¥BYRBRPE 2S5 KI@GS 02YS (2 NBFIftATS GKFG 6S Yd
we need to analyze the issues of hunger and poverty from a distinctly biblical point of view. After

all, the way you define a problem will ggtmine how you solve the problem.

When | was facilitating a workshop for our management team in La Paz, Bolivia, a couple of the
YARRES YIyYylF3aSNE OFYS dzJ G2 YS I FGSNI 2yS &aSaanz)
organization, we want to do ows 2 NJ] SEOStf Syidfes odzi 6SQBS NBI .
wrong things with excellence. You have called us to make sure that we consciously evaluate our
methods to make sure that we do thight things rightb €

Our vocation is to be connected to thengdom of God, to the Transforming Story. Within this
Transforming Story, there are a number of elemef@sdis the King. Thevorld is His Kingdom. We

are stewardsof the Kingdom for the King. The King has established fundamental princgles

Kingdom etlic or ethos for governing His Kingdom. Thesk of the stewards is to have dominion

over creation (Genesis 1.28); the goal is to extend the blessing of Abraham to all nations
(Genesis 1220 | YR G2 FdzZ FAE{E / KNX &l Qaewy?s: 1y R0),E&Sthati 2 RA &
GKS 3Jt2NE 2F (GKS ylLaA2ya ¢gAft -26)SWeldieFoldb S & T 2 NJ
Christians, nobutsidethe context of our work, and not merelg our work. We are to manifest the

Kingdom of Gothroughour workinto a broken world.
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The King and His Work

Let us look at the King and His work. We know that Jesus is a s&kmgnHe is King of Kings and

[2NR 2F [2NRax &Sd Fa Ad0 alreéa Ay alN] MaYnpI 4
hisliS Fa F Nlyaz2y F2N) YIyedé ¢KS FdzAf AYF3aAS 2F L
GKAETS / KNRAAGQA LINAYINE ¢2N)] ol a F2N 2dzNJ at t gl GA
life 2,000 years ago, through a number of vocational avenueswéte a carpenter who built

furniture and framed doors and windows. He was a teacher who taught both children and adults.

'S éla | GLMzomfAO KSFEGK 62N]JSNE 6K2 ONRIzAKG o620

As we look at Christ during His 33 years on earthwalsas the working of God in history, we find
that God reveals Himself in His work. The life of one of the heroes of our faith, the missionary
stateswoman to India, Amy Carmichael, expresses this well. Below you will find excerpts from the
book entittedAmma: The Life and Words of Amy Carmichael.

aThere they dwelt with the King for His work.
G2 KFG A& @2dz2NJ 62Ny K 2KFEGSOSNI AG 60SsT GKS [ 2NR

Himself, and you dwell with Him here for His work.

GL& @&2dzNJ ¢ 2 Nhildren Acdirring ih&nSabdud 1Gving tlem?

LY 1 Aa t20S YR Ay |1 Aada LAGE 1S NBRSSYSR (KS
all the days of old. Thou hast seen how that the Lord thy God bare thee, as a man

doth bear his son, in all the way that ye went.

GLa €&2dzNJ g2MJomAyYy (GKS aSgAy3

G!'yid2 'RFEY Ff&a2 FyR (2 KAa 6AFS RAR (KS [ 2N
them.

G1'S KIFIa R2yS GKS ¢g2N] GKIFIG @2dz FNB R2Ay3Io
work.

5

GLa &2dz2NJ g2N] O2 2| xhedid the earl marming, Gettifghfddds & Ay G K S
ready for others?

G2 KSy (KS Y2NYAy3a ¢6la yz2é 02YST WSadza aidz22R
not that it was Jesus. As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of

coals there, and fish laid thereoand bread. Jesus saith unto them, Come this way

and have breakfast. (John 21.12. Weymouth.)

G1'S KIFIa R2yS GKS ¢g2N] GKIFIG @2dz FNB R2Ay3Io
work.

5

GLa @2dz2NJ g2N] GSYRAYy3A LIS2L) S3 4l aKAy3a LI GASY
G WS adza N aS i &laidraside His gadzieht3S and took § towel, and girded
lAYaStFao ! FGSNI OKFG 1S LIRdIdINBGK gl GSNI Aydz2 |
feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith He was girded.

G1'S KlIFa R2yS GKS g2NJ O &k with @ ing foNBis R2 Ay 3 @
work.
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GLAa @2dzNJ 62N ydzZNEAY3AZ o6 yRIFIIAYy3a a2NBaK

G1'S KSIfSGK GKS OoNRB{1SY Ay KSIFENIX FYyR 0AYRSGK
G1'S KIFa R2yS GKS ¢g2N)] GKIFIG @2dz FNB R2Ay3Io®
work.

GL& @2 dzNJ wwitml) on@d Nkckbbafcdin school, writing in the office,

answering letters?

G1'S RSOfINBR dzyi2 e2dz I Aa O20Sylyiz 6KAOK |
ten commandments; and He wrote them upon two tables of stone. The Lord shall

count when He writeth up the peopléhat this man was born there. God says, |

have written to him the great things of My law. Jesus stooped down and wrote on

GKS INRPdzyR® ¢KS&@ INB gNARGGSY Ay GKS [lYoQa o
Gl1'S KIFa R2yS GKS ¢g2N] GKIFIG @2dz NP R2Ay3Io
work.

GLa&a @2dzNJ ékeepidg, tdachi@R atziéarning arithmetic, or the names of

things hard to remember?

a1'S StftSiK GKS ydzYoSNI 2F GKS adlNBT 1S OFf
very hairs of your head are all numbered.

G1'S KI & R&yh& yoir Kr€ doidg. You dwell here with the King for His

work.
aLd &2dNJ 62N] Ay GKS FINY 6AGK GKS FYyAYEE&EK
a1 S akKlh-ff FSSR 1 A& Ft201 tA1S | &akKSL KSNﬁY S

carry them in His bosom.

GLa&a @&2dzNJ g 2 Ndom,bnfhe GapBntefing hapg?Ss it making things or

mending things?

Gh IAPS GKEyla dzydz2z GKS [2NR GKFG YIRS 3INBI
G¢CKNRdAAK FlIAGK 6S dzyRSNEROGFIYR GKFG GKS 62NIR
(The verb is the same as that used in Matt. 4r2&ndingtheir nets.) Is not this the

Carpenter? and they were offended at Him.

G1'S KIFIa R2yS GKS ¢g2N] GKIFIG @2dz FNB R2Ay3Io
g2N) v

[N

5

D2RQ& yIGdz2NSE A& Y2RStSR FYyR YIYyAFTFSald Ay [ KNAa
prototype/archetype. He is the communicator, the agriculturalist, the construction worker, the
healer, the businessman. His Worthe written wordr is the 2 4y S N & or¥YristgOctabnt

manual not just for the spiritual life, but faall of life, including the fe of vocation.

2

0

- N

| i
YYI

f RAAOALIX S ylLGA2yad 2SS | NB ARSy(
R @

uz2
200dzLle GSNNAG2NE F2NJ / KNAalGQa NBd

N (U
< &
w» O

SR
R 2

® Elizabeth R. Skoglund, Amma: The Life and Words of Amy Carmich@shnd Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1994),
pp. 110-112.
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and not of ease. There is a war mggion for the hearts and souls of individuals, communities, and
nations. When we are called to Christ, we are called into His Kingdom and into Kingdom work. In

FILOGE 6S NP (2 GYAYIR2YAIT Sé¢ 2dzNJ 62 N) & dHiF

Kingdom. If | am a teacher, | am a teacher for Christ. If a farmer, | farm for Christ and His Kingdom,
not for money. That work continues not until retirement (there is no retirement in the Kingdom),
but until we die! Are we engaged inthe battle? M& Ay [ dzi KSNRA& OKIffSy3asS A

If I profess with the loudest voice and the clearest exposition every portion of the
truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and the Devil are at
that moment attacking, | am not confessindirist, however boldly I may be

professing KNA&aGi® 2 KSNBE GKS ol daGtS NIF3ISa’s (KSNB

The war is to be fought within the context of olilework. We will end with these encouraging

words from John Paul II:

| wish, finaly, to address you, dear young people, and to repeat these words to you
with affection: be generous in giving your life to the Lord. Do not be afraid! You have
nothing to fear, because God is the Lord of history and of the universe. Let grow in
you the degre for great and noble projects. Nourish a sense of solidarity: these are
the sign of the divine action in your hearts. Place at the use of your communities the
talents which Providence has lavished on you. The more ready you are to give
yourselves to Godnd to others, the more you will discover the authentic meaning
of life. God expects much of ydu!

To begin to apply the concept tifework in your own life, you may want to develop a Biblical
Theology of Vocation (BTV). In the following section youfind further readings and both Basic

and Advanced plans of BTV to begin the adventure.

® Martin Luther, cited in George Grant and Mark Horne, Legislating ImmoralityChicago, IL: Moody Press, 1993),

pp. 239-240.
1% pope John Paul I1, To all | send with affection a special Apostolic Blessastel Gandolfo, 15 August 1995.
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Lifework:

Developing a Biblical Theology of Vocation
STUDY GUIDE

1. Before reading the monograph drifevork, take a moment to answer this first question:
G2 Ké gXKMIKAEA GKS dzZA GAYFGS LWzN1}2asS 2F 62N] Ké

puf
(p))
QX

2. 2 KI @ 2 5/ AR 2Sffa YSIYy o0& Ga9@SNR2yS A& |

Do you agree or disagree with Wells? Why?

3. Briefly describe the five different concepts of work.

Which one most closely resemblesuy concept in #1 above?

19



. What are the three major aspects of the call of God?

. Which one of these takes precedence over the others? Why?

. WhatthSS GKAy3a INB SaaSydAalt T2N O02yySOGAy3

Evaluate, in relation to each of these, your strengths and weaknesses.

. What is meant by the terrifework?

20
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Onthefd t 26 Ay 3 LI 3Sa &2dz ¢gAff FTAYR a2YS 3IdzZARStAYySa
for your vocational calling. You will find a set of Bible studies, calics, on various
G200dzLd GA2yaé (2 3IAAGS @&2dz |y Adiddhs. FooWingkiatgyouwl KS . A
will find a suggested plan for doing a search of the entire scriptures, dadteghced, to help you

take a more irdepth, comprehensive look at your vocation.

In searching the scriptures with the goal of developirjdical Theology of Vocation, we can read

Al 6AGK a@20FGA2yILf SeSazé G(GKS SesSa 2F (G4KS I O0;
does the character of God frame your vocation? Remember that God is the Master Communicator.

What does He have to say abaidmmunication? He is the Master Architect. What does He have to

teach you, His student, about design or construction? He is the Master Teacher. What does He have

to convey to you about the philosophy and methodology of education? He is the Divine Healer.

What does Scripture have to say about health, sickness, and healing?

In studying the scriptures to develop a biblical theology of vocation, we are not looking so much for
LINE2F GSEG&a & aO2y(iSEGPE Ly OF dzii A Bogltbn. lfidoes . Ao f S
not give what so many of us are lookingtfden easy steps. It does speak in terms of principles

and precepts? These provide a context for understanding our work and framing our mind,
motivation, and perhaps method, of our work. As y@ach the scriptures, look for principles that

have application to your vocation. Another caution is to be careful not to put human attributes on

God, but to see things in His nature, as He reveals Himself in Scripture and in the person of Christ.

God is he prototype/archetype for human activity.

As we do this study, we must remember to look from two vantage points. If we think of the
scriptures as a forest, we must first spend some timsdeddl KS F2NBaAG addzR@Ay3 Ayl
verses as well as theisurroundings the passage or book of the Bible. Second, we must also look

at the forest from theoutside viewing it from a mountaintop. This gives us the big piatuiiee

metad G2NEZX 2N 62NI ROASG LISNRELISOUA DS ® ortnikdStoFry (0 A NB
We may learn details about vocation from examining individual verses NB & Sdripture as

well as gain conceptual understanding from looking from the mountaintop of the Hebrew
YSGFILKe@&aAO0d LY DSySaira wmY-bedingbBriR ondhe fade bf thé whold A @S @&
SIENIKXé¢ ¢KAa LINPGARSA | Y2dzyllAyd2L) 9ASg 2F | 3
Agriculturalist He created the concept of sedmbaring plants and the sewing/reaping system.

John 15:34  NX I afahBtrudvine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in

me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even
Y2NB FNUzZA G FdzAf ¢ | SNBE WSadza dzaSR | LW RI & Qkbzy NJ/ B &
as a metaphor for our lives in Christ. Aside from the spiritual importance, we learn that for a vine or
GNBS (2 YFIEAYAT S Ada LRGSYiGAlLtEY S oNlIyOKSa Y

Yprinciple: ié, the cause, source or origin of anything
[ Noah] Webstero6s 1828 Dictionary, E 1995, Christian Te
“pPrecept: fié, any commandment uore oorfd earc tiinotne nod e dN oaash ]a nWe:

Dictionary, © 1995, Christian Technologies, Inc.
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As you study Scripture generally or iavéloping a biblical theology of vocation, be sure to spend
time reflecting both on the details and on the medtory.

{2YS YAIKG areéxr a¢KAaA Aa (22 YdzOK @g2N]l HEeé L ¢g2d
Theology of Vocationis notaneventimdS NA 2y Qa f AFST AlG Aa WWbnyl 27F
learning. We spend most of our lives in some kind of a work capacity. How much more satisfying it

O2dzZ R 6S AF 6S dzyRSNAG22R (GKS LI I OS 2F amdzNJ 62 NJ

In thisBasics section you will find an introduction to the Biblical Theology of Vocation in twelve
occupational spheres: accounting, administration, agriculture, art, business, communication,
development, education, engineering, government, healthecand relief work. | chose these
particular vocations because they represent, for the most part, the broad areas in which people
at Food for the Hungry (the international relief and development organization for which | work)
labor. These twelve occupatisrare not exhaustive, but illustrative.

For each vocation you will find:

¢ NatureofGod:h TFSNE AYyaAdaKd 2y (GKFdG LINILG 2F D2RQA
be framed.

¢ Foundation verse(s): Offers a potential starting point for exploring the vocatio

¢ Discovery verses: |dentifies a few representative verses found in Scripture that may help to
shape our vocational understanding. The verses used in the Discovery sectiorsragdl a
starting point. They are representative, not exhaustive.

¢ Vocational insight: Provides a place to write any insights you gain from the passage. Each
vocation has one of the boxes filled in as an example of a potential insight.

¢ Questions for further reflection and application: Provides a place to answer the question,
Gl 2¢ F2YAyI3 G2 LXK e oKFG L FY €SENYyAy3IaKe L
raises on which you may want to further reflect. Again, an example is presented in each
vocation.

¢ Quote:t NP PARSA |y AyaArAaKd FNRBY 2yS H¥otheKS a3 N
vocation.

¢ The symboF identifies similar vocations

As you study, pray and ask God to open your eyes of understanding as to how the truth of
Scripture may speak into your vocation.

As you look up the Discovery verses, ask questions of thentéixé ifollowing order:
1. What does it say? (Hear the text!)
Look for new insights about God, man, and creation as they relate to your vocation. As

YSYGA2yYSR SINIASNE 221 G 020K AYRAGARAzZ f ai

2. What does it mean? (Whdight does this shed on my occupation?)
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Look for princip[es. For example, a principle for relief work may be found in Rutii2: Boaz
NEO23ayAl SR (GKIFG wdzikQa RAIyAGE gl a & AYLERNI
worker do their work in a wathat affirms the dignity of people caught in a crisis?

Look for technical knowledge. For example, under health care, Deuteronomy -23:12
SatlofAakSa (KS ySSR FT2NJ aLIAG fFGNAYySade Ly |
the relationshipbetween a Holy God and sanitation? What if there is no concept of a Holy God

in the culture where a health promoter is working? What are the barriers of that for sanitation?

3. How does it apply? (What am | going to do with this?)

What does God want me toodwith this as it relates to my vocation? The passage itself may

raise questions in your own mind that require further reflection. Those may be recorded in the
O2ftdzyYyy f10StSR davdzSaliAz2yad TFT2NJ CdzNIKSNI wSFf SO0

An individual may want to pk the occupation closest to their own and work through the study
G2 3AFLAY | &aSyasS 2F K26 | . Ao0ftAOFf ¢KS2f238 27

In addition to processing these individually, a group of people with differing vocations may
want to work through several or all of these as a devotional exercise to encourage the group to
think biblically in terms of their industry.

Enjoy!
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ACCOUNTING

Nature of God: Just and trustworthy

Foundation verses: Deuteronomy 25:13.6 Do not have two differing weights in your bag

one heavy, one light. Do not have two differing measures in your hgose large, one small.

You must have accurate and honest weights and measures, so that you may live long in the land
the LorDyour Godis giving you. For thieorDyour God detests anyone who does these things,
anyone who deals dishonestly.

Discovery
Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection
and Application
Genesis 2:9,
16-17
Exodus 20:186
Deuteronomy God is just and trustworthy. We are to i What happens to a communit
25:13-16 like Him. Therefore, accounting require| or a nation when dishonest
an honest system of measurement. weights are used?

[l Chronicles 12:6

Psalm 19:711

" bookkeeper, auditor, registrar, banker, treasurer

27



Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection
and Application
Ezekiel 45:942
Micah 6:813

Matthew 21:12
13

Luke 19:510

[l Corinthians 5:1(

Hebrews 4:13

28




Looking back over the years as they pass, s#es a progress that ot small; but day afte
day the work is one of such small things, that if one did not look beyond and through thenj they

rent to be callel for three or four times, petty quarrels to be settled, small rebukes tofbe

spoken, the same remonstrances to be made again and again.

depends, and by which stemdprogress is ensured. It is the small things of the world gat

impatient that they are no larger. What are we that we should asknfiore than that Go
should let us work for Him among the tangible things which He created to be fair, an§l the

earth a fair dwellingplace; and far better still, how by cherishing human beings he will leg us
help Him in His work of buildg up temples meet for Him to dwelltrfaint images of that bes
temple of all, which He promised that He would raise up on the third day, though men ghight
destroy it.

Octavia Hill
The Befriending Leader, pp. 55, 6
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ADMINISTRATION"

Nature of God: The sovereign servarking

Foundation verse: Deuteronomy 10:17 For theorbyour God is God of gods and Lord of lords,
the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes.

Discovery
Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection and
Application

Exodus 18:1-27

Deuteronomy Corruption in government, i.e. of What are the implications for thig

10:17 government officials and bribery in | for establishing just and stable
society usually stems from the worsh| societies and trustworthy
of gods and spirits that are business relations?

capricious

fickle/unsteady/changeable. €tGod
of Israel is a trustworthy and faithful
God, incorruptible and not bribable.

Isaiah 1:23

Isaiah 9:6, 7

Jeremiah 5:1

* manager, public official, CEO, supervisor, director, vice president
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Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection and
Application

Jeremiah 22:15
17

Mark 10:3245

Luke 14:2835

Acts 10:34

Romans 3:23

| Corinthians 11:3
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Corruption is rooted in a false ide&at power is a passport to personal privilege® lord it
over others. Our astrological deities, as a routine, use their powers to harass and pe
innocent people in order to extract bribes from us. Eg. N.T. Rama Rao (Andhra CM) ¢
enter his $cretariat because the North stars were inauspicious. If gods themselves us

LI26SN) G2 SEGNI OlG o0 NWeDaostduBefvest i Aa a3I2REJe ¢

Nirad C. Chaudhuri says in his autobiography that Indians are venal, because our gods
(easily bribed & corrupted).

Corruption thrives when we cease to fear God. There are two ways to economic pros
trade or exploitation.

In trading we barter goods for goods, or goods for services. That is, we trade value for
This means tat everyone in society works hard to produce marketable goods or g
services. Such a society prospers. Itis wise.

Corruption is exploitation in that the powerful extract value from unwilling but power
people, without returning proportionate \ae. The giver works hard to earn money, but gi
his hard earned wealth to the receiver, who is a bully. This takes away the joy and the v
work. People pursue power, not diligent work. Therefore, the products and service
corrupt societyare substandard. Lifeexpectancy is short. Character of a corrupt societ

brutalized because corruption is forceful extortion of what belongs to others. People gease

loving one another. The society disintegrates. This is folly.

The Bible saystlia a ¢ KS FSIFNJ 2F GKS [2NR Aa (GKS o
grows because we do not realize that there is a God who will ultimately judge how we ha
treated one another, especially the weak and the powerless.

Francis A. Schaeffer & Vishal Mangalwadi
Corruption vs. True Spirituali
Summarized and paraphrased from pp-2%6& 3133
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AGRICULTURE"

Nature of God: Horticulturalist. God was the first farmer; he planted the first garden.

Foundationverse:DSY S& A & H
u |

YMp G ¢ ik and puivtbm iDtReBarded &f |
-yR GF 1S OFNB 2F Al e

9RSY G2 2N Al
Discovery
Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection and

Application

Genesis 1:280

Genesis 2:®a

Who was the first farmer? God was ¢

gardener. If the @d of the universe
ga | aFlF NYSNE:
worthy vocation.

4

How can we practically help
farmers come to understand/seg
that their vocation is a very
worthy and godly one?

Genesis 2:15

Genesis 3:1-18

Leviticus 19:90

Psalm 80:819

* farmer, gardener, horticulturalist, rancher, agronomist, forester
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Verses

Vocational Insight

Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Proverbs 6:6L1

Proverbs 24:30
34

Isaiah 24:4%6

Mark 4:1320

Mark 4:3032

John 15:18

Revelation 22:2
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TheONB | A2y &dG2NRBX (GKS ONBFGAZ2Y 2F GKS 4N RO
GKS SINIKX®FYyR D2R a4lFARX .SK2fRXZI L KIFI@S|3IrgSy
face of all the earth, and every tree, in which is the fruit of a treédjng seed; to you it shall

FT2N) F22RYX¢

. SK2ft R¢ GKSNB YSlIya at221z2¢ aaSl NOK:>¢ FTAYR
life.

Responding to the inquiry of an agricultural journalist as to how he had gone abo(t his
exploration of the pef dzi | YR A0& dzAS&aX / F NBSNJ NBLX AISRZI &
FYR £221SR G (KSY dwhyRADRNERI20dz /YNB|FSH 20NESE LIS Rayt dxiR<S

With such knowledge as | had of chemistry and physics | set to work to take the peanut agjart. |
separated the water, the fats, the oils, the gums, the resins, sugars, starches, pectoses, affd
amedo acids. There! | had the parts of the peanut all spread out before me. Then | merejy
went on to try different combinations of those parts, under differennditions of

temperature, pressure, and so forth.

The result was what you sedhese 202 different products, all made from peanuts!

George Washington Carver
Quoted by John S. Ferrellfnuits of Creatio
pp. 62 & 50
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ART"

Nature of God: The first atist; the Creator of the universe
Foundationverse:DSYy SadAa mMYM aLy (GKS o0S3IAYyyAy3d D2R ONBI

Discovery

Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection and
Application

Genesis 1:B1 God is the first artistThroughout this | God wants man to fill the earth
chapter, like an artist, He stands back (vs. 28) with what?

to examine what He is making. He | With other artigs?

RSOf I NBa Al a322F
He examines His work of art and
RSOfFNB&a Al & OSNEH

Exodus 15:121

Exodus 35:3Q
36:1

| Chronicles 25:1
7

Il Chronicles 5:}1
14

Psalm 27:4

" music, poetry, dance, painting, writing, crafts
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Psalm 96:413

Proverbs 31:19
24

Song of Songs
1:1-4

Isaiah 61:3

Jeremiah 18:6

John 1:1

Acts 9:3639

Revelation 21:23
26
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ancient Egypt, Gexe, and Rome who did not know a Creaftwd, who made something fro
nothing, still created works unexcelled of their kind. And peoples of the East who saw a gpsmos
of cycles created works of rare beauty in all the arts. Across the world, the urgeate ¢r
needed no express reason and conquered all obstacles.

Still the West, whose unusual hospitality to the new was rooted in many causef§ and
many mysteries, found added incentive in the vision of a Cre@md and a creator ma
Creators in the West fouhtheir own ways to make a legacy, our heritage of the arts. Injghis
book | describe the who, when, where, and what. But Wiey has never ceased to be
mystery.

alyQa LR26SNI (2 YI1S GKS ySg 61 a (GKS [JLI2 6 SN
found the materials of immortality in the stone around him or the artificial stone that he cguld
make. He flexed his muscles of creativity in structures whose purpose would remain a mystery,
and in temples of community. He dared to make images of himself atitedife around him.

He made his words into worlds, to relive his past and reshape his future.

Daniel J. Boorstin
The Creatorsp. 71
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BUSINESS”

Nature of God: Entrepreneur/steward

Foundation verse: Genesis 2:2 By the seventh day God had finishedvitrk he had been
doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.

Discovery
Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection and
Application
Genesis 2:2 God worked and rested. Both of thes{ How can we help people have a
are important in the life of a balanced work/rest cycle like Gg

businesman and those who work for | did?
him. He also must work six days and
live seven, thus there is a need for
saving for the seventh day. Saving
becomes a virtue.

Exodus 22:227

Proverbsll1:24-25

Proverbs 16:3

Proverbs 21:20

* economist, entrepreneur, executive
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Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection and
Application

Proverbs 22:16

Proverbs 22:22

Proverbs 31:131

Matthew 13:4446

Matthew 25:1430

Luke 16:315

Luke 19:1127

Ephesians 4:28
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This book is based upon a simple assumption: The way God runs His Creation qualifieg Him as
the most prominent and productive businessman of all. When Christian business profesgionals

see thisreality and begin to operate their business the way God does His, then it will radjcally
OKIFIy3aS GKSYZX ¢gKIG ¢S OFrftt [/ KNRaAGAFYAGeEZ YR 0

Today we face many crises. None of them is more basic than the answer to this quiEstio
aK2dzZ R YIYylAYR 2dzaidte OFNB FT2NJ 0KS 9 NIKQ& NI
NEBIlIffed Aa D2RQ&a YSaal3asS (2 (GKS $2NIRX HYyR @K
scripture must address this most fundamental question of hummancern. Has our Mak

flrga NBEFGSR (2 gKIG S O02yyz2yfte OFft a{oz2y2Y
address those laws? What are the pendti®r individuals, businesses, and nations [for
breaking

those laws?

Dennis Peacocke
't YAIKGE 9 {2yay 52)y3a .
p. ix
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COMMUNICATION®

Nature of God: God is, by nature, the first communicator.

Foundation verses: John 1:14, 14 Inhe beginning was the Word, and the Word was with

God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the
light of men. The Wortlecame flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Discovery
Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection
and Application
Genesis 1:3

Genesis 1:26 G[ SG dza YIF 1S YLy }Whatprinciples of

a conversation that is going on between communication does God
the members of the Trinity before the | unfold for us?

foundation of the world. Before the
foundation of the world, there was
communication, communion, and
community. Godavas the first
communicator.

Genesis 3:13

Exodus 20:16

* public relations, media, reporter, public speaker, commentator, announcer
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Verses

Vocational Insight

Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Exodus 24:12
32:1516

Proverbs 19:22

Proverbs 30:8

John 1:34, 14

John 8:4247

Romans 3:4

[l Corinthians 333

Ephesians 5:6
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In England during the 1500s and 1600s, and in most of its American colonies during thej 1600s
and early 1700s, the role of joumhsts was to do public relations for the king, the rojal
governor, or the Anglican state church. Journalists (often Puritans) who undermined public
confidence in these individuals or entities were seen to be acting unethically.

Some of those Puritansplvever, had a different vision for journalism.

¢tKS& LI OSR D2RQa K2Yy2NJ I02@0S (KS tw ySYrRa 27
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Ethical journalism, they believed, means buildjng
D2 RQ&a | AtglliHgRIM® ¥uthd &

They did not believe that those who were doing wrong should be propped up. You can injagine
the official response, especially by those who saw themselves as rightddusthical! they

cried. Some Puritan journalists were killed. Qhkad their cheeks branded or their ears qut

off (so they would not be able to hear any more news). There is a great cloud of jourrgalistic
witnesses made up of men with names that are now forgotten but should not be: John Stifpbes,
John Hodgkins, Alexandeeighton, William Prynne, and John Twyn are some of my favogites,
and each has a story too long to go into here.

Nourished by the courage of such martyrs, the tree of Christian journalism grew and flougshed
in America during the late 1700s and early0@8, by which time threéourths of America
newspapers and magazines were Christian, and -hdtohg articles were not unusual. M
favorite magazine from the 18305 O5 2 ¢ Sf f Q &xpo¥éd dmNly ladortionists a
businessmen who rented out their bdihgs and brothels.

Marvin Olasky
GCKNRg GKS .21 I
in World Magazine, June 421, 1997
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DEVELOPMENT"

Nature of God: Creator/developer

Foundationverse: DSY SaAa8 mMYHc ¢KSyYy D2R alARX a[ S0 dza Y|
and lg them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the
SFNIKX YR 2@8SNJ Fff GKS ONBI (ddzNBa GGKIFIaG Y2@S |

Discovery

Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Genesis 2628 | God blessed Adam and Eve for a
purposa to develop the earth, to expan
0KS 3 NRSys> (G2 KK
regent, the cardgaker of His household.
His intention is that His servants expand
and beautify His creation.

Genesis 2:15

Genesis 2:120

Genesis 124

Psalm 8:3%6

* community mobilizer, community illustrator, contractor/consultant
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Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection
and Application
Psalm 33.:®
Isaiah 11:/
Isaiah 25:68

Matthew 28:19
20

Hebrews 11:3

Revelation 21:23
26
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hyS 2F GKS ySINBNJoAofAOIt SldAa@gltSyaa d2z GKS
Something revealed is urovered, unveiled, laid bare or disclosed. In the Bible God is usug
0KS 2yS K2 R2Sa IliekiStheichid afénk df deyeBpment? Ph&abject]
human development is obviously man, himself. He is also in some sense the subject of t F
process, but is there not another purpose unfolding beyond his own? An attempt to defing
development is the ligt of Scripture, as well as in its modern context, must somehow relatej
God, himself. Human development on such terms could be described as the progressive
NBFfA&lFIGA2Y 2F YIyQa LRGSYGAlrft YR GKS gy NR OK
through the good use of the material and spiritual resources available to him. Perhaps aslg

working definition that formula will serve.

D2RQ& LizN132asS Fa Ad NBEIdSa G2 RSoSt2LVSyid 7
greatest consummation is foundiggestively in the book of Revelation, and the first referenges

200dzNJ Ay (GKS 2LSyAy3a OKFILIWISNBA 2F DSySaifo D
Ydzf GALIX @2 YR FAff GKS SFENIK YR AdzoRdzS|IAGT
gVSy @2dz SOSNEB LI Fyld F2N F22RPéE ¢CKA& FTARQERG AN
develop. It was worldvide in its scope, but it was to have a direct application to his immedjate

surroundings. We read that God took the man and put himinthe&\gRSy 2F 9RS§ly a2
G2 1SSLI Aléo ¢KS adza3SadAz2y KSNB Aa GKJFG YI

project? In fact a far greater enterprise preceded it. The whole creation is presented as 4 work
2T O02aYAO RS@OSt2LISyio Ly (G4KS 0S3IAYYAY ]
ONJ T i a Y Boflpeogressivalyt shaped, filled, organised, beautified and peopled it.
FNFYYSE2N] 2F GKS GRIFIe&a¢ 2F ONBFOGA2Y YI1 P dza
KAa f102dzNJ dzyiAf GKS S@OSyAy3aode ¢ KA &k likda § SNI C
great artist, he stands back to appreciate his canvas. The writer to the Hebrews adds
O2YYSylyY G¢KS o0dzAf RSNIJ 2F Fff GKAy3Ia Aa OJ2RDE

In Scripture the Creator is revealed to us as the great Developer, and the develogment
commissionisghy G2 YIy ONBFGSR Ay KA& AYl EI§CD La A
Sy3aFr3aSR Ay RS@St2LISyidx 0SOlIdzasS GKIFG FORAOGAGR
others, man is called to reflect the divine genius.

Maurice Sinclair
The GreeniRger of God
pp. 1819
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EDUCATION®

Nature of God: Truth and wisdom

Foundation Verses: John 8:31, 32 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold
to my teaching, you are really my discipl@hen you will know the truth, and the truthill set

you free."

Discovery

Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Exodus 33:143

Deuteronomy 6:60

Job 12:712

Proverbs 1:17

Proverbs 3:13l5

Proverbs 4:19

* teacher, trainer, pastor, instructor, mentor, coach, parent
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Verses

Vocational Insight

Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Proverbs 25:2

God has created a universe waiting to, How can we mimic God by
be discovered and explored. As an | creating opportunities for

educator, He creates an intense

innovative learning environment for

man.

people to discover truth?

Luke 10:2837

John 13:1415

Il Timothy 2:2

The end of learning is to repair the ruin of our first parents by regaining to know God arigh,
and out of that knowledge to love him, toitate him, to be like him.

John Milton
A Christian Philosophy of Educatifgn
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ENGINEERING”

Nature of God: The master builder

Foundation verse: Hebrews 11:10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations,
whose architect and builder iso@.

Discovery

Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Genesis 1:1, 2:2 | God created the entire universe. He is{ How can we build beauty into
masterbuilder, the great contractor. He| the things that we construct?
established all the principles of all the
engineering systas and He built with

beauty in the design.

Exodus 35:35
36:7

Job 38:411

Psalm 127:1

Amos 7:7, 8

Matthew 7:2427

* builder, construction worker, architect, draftsman, designer
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Verses

Vocational Insight

Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Luke 14:2830

Ephesians 2:192

Hebrews 11:3,9
16, 12:2829

Revelation 21:2
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W2 AffEAFY /FNB& AYUNRBRdAdzZOSR GKS &addGdzRe 2F WaliNepy
Mathematics. He ared deeply about the destructive cultural ramifications of astrolapy:
fatalism, superstitious fear and an inability to organize and manage time.

W/ I NBe& gl yiadSR G2 AYyiNRRdIzOS LYRAIF G2 GKS [Ja
theheaverlt 02RASAa 6SNB GRSAGASAE GKI GO 3I32I0SNY SR
created to govern nature, and that the sun, moon, and the planets are created to assist ugin
our task of governing. Carey thought that the heavenly bodies ought to be dgrstudiied

universe of space into directionsEast, West, North and Southrand of time into days, years,

and seasons. They make it possible for us to devise aaieno study geography and history

to plan our lives, our work and our societies. The culture of astronomy sets us free to be flers,
GKSNBI & (GKS Odzt GdzZNB 2F FadNeRf238 YI{1Sa & & dzo

Vishal Mangalwadi
Carey, Chrtsand Cultural Transformation, p.
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GOVERNMENT"

Nature of God: King of Kings and Lord of Lords

Foundationverse:t a | f Y
2dza it @

LIS2 LJ Sa

Discovery

ctTyYn dal é
I yR 3dzA RS

GKS ylFaAazy
GKS yIFGaz

a
y a

Verses

Vocational Insight

Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Exodus 21:417

Deuteronomy
17:1420

[l Samuel 23:2

Proverbs 31:®

Isaiah 9:67

Isaiah 33:22

* law, politics, justice

, public policy
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Verses

Vocational Insight

Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Matthew 28:18
20

Mark 12:1317

Acts 5:2729

Romans 3:23

Because all people are sinners, we nee
design political process for sinners, not

saints.

What are the results when a
government is designed for
sants?

Romans 13/

| Timothy 2:312

| Peter 2:1317
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Thus when the Supreme Being formed the universe and created matter out of nothing, h

impressed certain principles upon that matter from which it can never depart and without

whA OK AG g2dzZ R OSIasS G2 o6SXo alyz O2yaiRSNBR
flga 2F KAa [/ NBFG2NEX XAO0 Aa ySoSaal Ne JikI
CKAA gAff 2F KAa al { SNJ A Dllows| thaf tiseRrstéarid grimary g 2 F v
end of human laws is to maintain and regulate thabsolute[Godgiven] rights of individuals.

Sir William Blackstone
Commentaries on the La
Book 1 Section 2 (184
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HEALTH CARE™

Nature of God: Healer

Foundation verse: Exodus 15:26 He said, "If you listen carefully to the voice ofdreyour

God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his
decrees, | will not bring on you any of the diseases | brought on the Egyfgtinham theLORD
who heals you."

Discovery
Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection
and Application
Genesis 3:16

Exodus 15:26 God is the God who heals. He isthe | Since God is the divine
healer. Before the Fall, there was no | physician, what health care
brokenness; there was wounding. Goq teaching has He made
seeks to make the broken whole, the | available to us in the
unhealthy well. Scripture?

Exodus 23:226

Leviticus 13

Numbers 21:48

* public health worker, nutritionist, health educator, nurse, medical doctor
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Verses

Vocational Insight

Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Deuteronomy
14:1-21

Deuteronomy
23:1214

Psalm 103:13

Mark 2:3:12

Luke 7:1822

John 9:13

Revelation 22:2
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X wkA&aSR Ay ai2KiSS aNe ed- 4 30 238dzGl (SR Ay | f 1KS & A
7:22). No doubt, he knew and used the Egyptian remedies.

Moses had been steeped in these infectigmreading practices. Who would expect Moses t
make breakthroughs in epidemic prevention? ¥ktses recorded an unlikely promise to the
ancient Hebrews:

GLF &2dz IAQPS OFNBFdzt FdGSydAaAzy G2 GKS @A 0OS 2
ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, | will put none of these diseases upol yo
GKAOK L KI @S OoNRdAZAKG dzLlR2y (GKS 938 LJi A Expdu F2NJ
15:26

Gb2yS 2F (KSAS RA&aSIFaSaHé¢ 2KIFG F LINRPYA&AYH C2 N
938 LIiAlFLYA FYR | SoNBgad ! yOASyl wadkdrsé thdhyhs NJ N.
disease. Yet here God made a fantastic promigeedom from diseases.

ax

God then gave Moses many health rules, filling a whole section of the Bible. Would Mosed have
enough faith to record the divine innovations, even if they contradidies royal posggraduate
university training? If Moses had yielded to his natural tendency to add even a little of his
GKAIKSNI SRAzOF GA2y ¢ (GKS . A0fS g2ddZd R O2y (|- Ay &
Gof22R 2F | 62 NY D& 22 KAWA iRl LABSYO NS BLIS GiiK afl
concoction. But the record is clear. Moses recorded hundreds of health regulations but ngj a

single current medical misconception.

Thousands have died through the centuries, however, because doctors igraédibtical

rules. Finally, when doctors read and tried these guidelines, they quickly discovered how
prevent the spread of epidemics. Thus Moses could be called the father of modern infectign
control.

A

9SSy (2RIFe& ¢S I NB &l nycaroldibsyustbrisi Ay3 FNRY [D2RQa

S. I. McMillen, M.D. and David E. Stern, M.D.
None of These Diseasds
pp. 1011
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MOTHERHOOD

Nature of God: Nurturer

Foundation verse: Genesis 3:20 (NIV) Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become
the mother of all thdiving.

Discovery
Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection
and Application
Genesis 1:2@8
Genesis 2:18 Our creator determined that it was not | If God created woman intently

good for the man to be alone. Woman i for the purpose of being a
D2RQa adz il 6f S KSf|suitable helper, how does tha
with that purpose primarily in mind. affect her role as mother?

Genesis 2:20124

Genesis 3:20

Deut. 32:1612

Num. 11:12
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Verses

Vocational Insight

Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Proverbs 31:10
31

Is. 49:1315

Is. 66: 1613

Matt. 23:37

Eph. 5:2233

| Tim. 5:910, 14

Titus 2:35

Rev. 19:®
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The Hand That Rocks The Cradle
Is The Hand That Rules The World

Blessings on the hand of women!
Angels guard its strength and grace,
In the palace, cottage, hovel,
Oh, no matter where the place;
Would that never storms assailed it,
Rainbows ever gently curled;

For the hand that roks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

Infancy's the tender fountain,
Power may with beauty flow,
Mother's first to guide the streamlets,
From them souls unresting grew
Grow on for the good or evil,
Sunshine streamed or evil hurled;
For the hanl that rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

Woman, how divine your mission
Here upon our natal sod!
Keep, oh, keep the young heart open
Always to the breath of God!
All true trophies of the ages
Are from motherlove impearled;
For the handlat rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

Blessings on the hand of women!
Fathers, sons, and daughters cry,
And the sacred song is mingled
With the worship in the sky
Mingles where no tempest darkens,
Rainbows evermore are hurled;
For the tand that rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

- William Ross Wallace
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RELIEF WORK"

Nature of God: Christ was a refugee.

Foundation verses: Ruth 2:1519 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, "Even if
she gathers among theheaves, don't embarrass heRather, pull out some stalks for her from
the bundles and leave them for her to pick up, and don't rebuke her." So Ruth gleaned in the
field until evening. Then she threshed the barley she had gathered, and it amountedub ab

an ephah.She carried it back to town, and her mothierlaw saw how much she had gathered.
Ruth also brought out and gave her what she had left over after she had eaten enough. Her
mother-in-law asked her, "Where did you glean today? Where did yotk&Blessed be the

man who took notice of you!" Then Ruth told her mothedaw about the one at whose place
she had been working. "The name of the man | worked with today is Boaz," she said.

Discovery

Verses Vocational Insight Questions for Further Reflection
and Application

Genesis 3:224 | Adam and Eve were banished from the | How can | be more

garden and became the first refugees. | sympathetic to people who ar
I aSyasSs aAyOS K grefugees?

' RFY YR 9@S¢ KI @8
refugees. There must be a longing in th
breast of evey man to return to their
GK2YSt I yRéSX (G2 GKS

Genesis 41:457

Exodus 23:9

Ruth 2:1519

* poverty worker, social worker, rehabilitation manager, compassion worker
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Psalm 9:9

Proverbs 31:®

Isaiah 25:4

Isaiah 58:610

Matthew 2:1321

Matthew 25:3%
46

Luke 4:34

Read these passages if
sequence.

Acts 11:2730

| Corinthians 164
Il Corinthians 8-
14

Il Thessalonians
3:10
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James 1:27

| Peter 1:1
2:11

Let Food for te Hungry be known as the relief organization that plants flower seeds in ref

camps.

Dr. Larry Ward

Founderof Food for the Hungr
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ADVANCED
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Introduction to the Advanced Bible Study

If you have found the concept of developing a biblical theoloigyocation (BTV) helpful from the
Basics exercise, you are able to move on for an advanced, more serious study.

¢ KS

l 8A0&a SESNODA&S sl & YSIHydG G2 &«3SiG e2dz 2y
@2dz agl

0 KS IBgHeRrae, ot cbnnéctihg yod vokatidn to Thé Kingdom of God.

A young Japanese Christian thanked me one time for sharing my thoughts on BTV. She had studied
city planning while in university in Japan. She knew that God was building a city (Hebrews 11:10),
and thus He must be interested in cities. She told me that during the four years of university
studies, she read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation to see what God had to say about cities.
Intuitively she wanted to integrate the Word of God with her professibms should be common
practice for Christians. Hopefully this Advanced exercise will give you a tool to begin to develop a
BTV for your profession.

There are two different tools offered here. One is a Word Study (WS) tool and the other is a
Reading throgh the Scriptures (RS) tool. The RS tool can be used by anyone. All you need is a Bible.

The WS tool will give you a means to examine the Scriptures through the study of words related to
82dz2NJ @201 GA2yd® 0{SS a2 Keé 2 2NRakxS ar yi KiSK Sb 2! I LALIS?YSRG
1828 Dictionary of English as a necessary resource, the process will only work for people who read

and write English and who have internet access. The dictionary is foumghaichristiantech.com

In either exercise you will need to journal. For information on journaling, please see the Appendix at
the end of this booklet.
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Tool #1
Reading through the Scriptures

In this Reading through the Scriptures exercise you will find a sweggesn for doing a search of
the entire scriptures to help you have a moredepth, comprehensive look at your vocation. Feel

free to

customize this process to meet your own needs.

This comprehensive look, in addition to being done by an individualpeatione by a group all
working in a common vocation. For instance, the Bible might be broken up into a number of
different sections, and each person could study one section and then communicate their insights
with the larger group. As an example, the daling eight divisions could be used for a group
process.

® & & 6 O O 0o

Pentateuch (first five books of the Bible)
Historical Books part 1 (Joshu&ings)
Historical Books part 2 (I Chroniclésb)
Wisdom Literature (Psalr8ong of Solomon)
Prophets part 1 (Isaiabanentations)
Prophets part 2 (Ezekidlalachi)

The Gospels and Acts

The Letters and Revelation

Enjoy the adventure!

Step 1:

Step 2:

Have a clear concepir at least a general sense of your vocational calling. In the space
below, identify your vocation and brieflist some of the key elements of your work.

Example: Agriculture
Key Elements of Agriculture: harvesting, plowing, planting, nurturing, cultivation

Your vocation:

Key Elements of Your Work:

Prayerfully read the Bible through in one year (@hatever time frame you want to
establish), from Genesis to Revelation.
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Step 3:

Step 4:

Step 5:

Step 6:

Step 7:

Keep a daily journal of your reading. As you read through the Scripture, ask the question,

652848 GKA&a GSEG awsSlEy Ay lyeée slé& (2 Yeé @20l i

a) ldentify the chapter and verse of the text.

b) Write down the insight that you have gained from that text in relationship to your
vocational calling.

c) ldentify questions for further reflection.

d LRSY(AFe LRGSYOGAlrft | yagSNRA U 2poténfialfy applgzS a G A 2y
gKFEG L KIFI@S €tSFENYSR Ay Y& @20F0GA2yFf &LKSNI

As you are doing your reading, begin to share some of the insights with others. This will
reinforce what you are learning and also begin to help others understand their need for
deweloping a vocational theology.

4 @82dz NBFESOGX ARSYGATEe || aF2dzyRIFGAZ2Y OSNEBS
LINAYFNE @OSNARS GKFId atASa SOSNEBOKAYy3 StasS G213
going to pull on throughatthe Scripture. You will find examples of foundation verses in the

Basics section.

The foundation verses should clearly reflect something of the nature of God because it is His
character that is to be manifest into our vocational areas.

After yau have read the scriptures through in one year, go back and review your journal.

a) Organize the materials you have discovered.

b) Consider the questions for further reflection.

c). SAAYy (2 RS@OSt2LJ + o0A0ftAOIf FNIYSE2N] F2N
This should result ithe establishment of a series of principles to guide your vocation.

Develop a series of inductive Bible studies in your vocational sphere. This can be used to
teach others who share your vocational calling.
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Tool #2
Conducting a Word Study

Step 1:
Identify thekeyword that describes your vocation.

Example: Agriculture

Step 2:
Make a list of words that are synonyms or related words to your vocation. This list may be
used to identify other words to study. Make sure you have a minimumxogadditional
words:

Examples:

¢ Farming
Farmer
Seed(s)
Planting
Nurturing
Harvesting
Food
Garden(ing)
Cultivation
Weeds
Saoll
Plough

L 2R R R 2R JEE JEE JER JER JER JER 2

Step 3:
NOTE: This step will require you to have or to purchase a copy2of K 2 S6a (i SNDa
Dictionary ® Look up the weds and wite down the definitions. Highlight or underline other
critical words or phrases that you observe in this definition. (See exampiedids below).
Keep track of your insights and questions in your journal.

AG'RICULTURE, n. [L. ager, a feld,cultura, cultivation. See Acre a@dlture]

In general sense, theultivationof the ground, for the purpose of producing vegetables,
and fruits, for the use of man and beast; or the art of preparing the soil, sowing and
planting seeds, dressing thaants, and removing the crops. In this sense, the word
includes gardening, dnorticulture and also the raising and feeding of cattle, or stock.
But in a more common and appropriate sense, it is used to signify that species of

®> Why this particular dictionary? Dictionaries are tools that shape our thinking and reasoning as through them, words
are given precise meanings. The writer of the dictionary determines the worldview that is propounded through it.
The Noah We Angrican Dibtisnarylo8ti2e &nglish Language, defines every word both in the original
language and from the biblical usageModern dictionaries reflect current cultural corruptions and erosions of
vocabulary by atheistic philosophies.
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Step 4:

Step 5:

cultivation which is intendd to raise grain and other crops for man and beast. It is
equivalent tohusbandry
Agriculture is the most general occupation of man

OPTIONAL, For additional insight, look up the same word in a modern dictionary, such as a
2 S50adSNDa b S donary2Fay pardchlar attEntidh fo @iether the definition of
the word has changed over time as a result of the secularization of western culture.

Choose a significant word (or words) within the definition in Step 3 and look up this word in
WebsSNDa MyHy® 2NAGS R246y GKS RSTAYAGAZ2Y | YyR
words or phrases. Step 4 can be repeated to create as deep or broad a study as desired.

QEIF YLX SY 2SS 0OK2a$8S G(GKS ¢g2NR aOdz (dzNB b€

CULTURE, n. [L. Sadtivate]

1. The act btilling and preparing the earth for crops; cultivation; the application of labor or
other means of improvement

We ought to blame the culture, not the soil.

2. The application of labor or other meansitoprove good qualities, or growth; as the
culture of the mindlthe culture of virtue

3. The application of labor or other means in producing; as the culture of corn, or grass.
4. Any labor or means employed for improvemesdrrectionor growth.

Scripture Search a) Look up the Scripture pasSa G Kl & YA 3IKG KIF @S 0SSy
1828 definitions. Then begin to cross reference in your study Bible, to other passages where

this theme is found. b) Use a concordance, in the back of your study Bible, or an exhaustive

tool like { G NP vy 3 Q &nce/tc? tyac@ 2HéRvord throughout Scripture. ¢) Use a Bible
dictionary or biblical encyclopedia as a study tool to further explore the word or topic in

{ ONR LG dzNBd { GSL) a0¢é akK2dzZ R 6S R2yS FFGISNI @2c
26y OGKNRPAZIKR @loé¢ 020Sd YSSLI GNI Ol 2F &2dzNJ Ay

Examples:

¢ Genesisl:lMoY ¢KSy D2R &l ARX [ Si -bekrifigpfamts/ R LINE R
and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their varjodsy R & @ ¢
And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their
kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it
was good.And there was evening, and there was mornirtge third day.

¢ Genesis1:289:D2R o0f SdaSR GKSY IyR a4FAR (2 GKSYZX
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air
FYR 208SN) SGSNE f AGAYy3d ONBI dzNB (Kyoili Y2@Sa ;
every seeebearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit
GAGK ASSR Ay AlU® ¢KS& gAff 0SS @2dz2NB F2NJ F2;
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¢ Genesis 2:8: Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there
he put the man he had formedAnd the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of
the ground trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food.

¢ Genesis 2:15: The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it.

¢ Genesis 2:120: Now the LORD Gdad formed out of the ground all the beasts of the
field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would
name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So the
man gave names to all the livestq the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.

¢ Psalms 104:145: He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate
bringing forth food from the earth: wine that gladdens the heart of man, oil to make his
face shine, and breatthat sustains his heart.

Step 6:
Repeat steps-% with other words from Step 2.

Step 7:
Deduce basic biblical principles from the word study in Steps 3

Examples:

God is the First Farmer and He planted the first garden (Genesis 2:15).

God designedhe miracle of the seed (Genesis 1:12, 29).

Farming is a godly profession.

Man was put in the garden to conserve the land (make it healthier) and to progress it (to
increase its production).

In naming the animals, man is having dominion over natureigadcreator of culture.

¢ There is a wonderful relationship between agitureand culture.

* & o o

*

Step 8:
Establish some applications for the principles in Step 6:

Examples:

¢ A farmer should establish practices for leaving the soil on his farm in bettertmnd
then when he inherited it.

+ A farmer needs tahink about farming, so that his work is consciously contributing to
cultural creation.
+ A farmer should seek ecologically sound ways of increasing the yields of his land.

Step 9:
Write down a definitiorof the word that relates to your own vocation.
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Example: Agriculture, the first and most general occupation for man, involves the cultivation
of the soil to both conserve it and make it bountiful; it also includes the cultivation of the
soul and mind as thagriculturalist is to name the animal and extend culture.

Step 10:

Develop a series of inductive Bible studies on your vocation, for sharing with others who are
part of you vocation.
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how the Christian mental infrastructure sees life liveatam Deo every area of life,
every vocation, brought under the lordship of Christ.

Peacocke, Dennis! f YAIKG& |yR {2yayY b5 3dnyi Rosa, G4 REBOIEDE D2 |
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Ryken, LelandRed@ming the Time: A Christian Approach to Work and LeisGmand Rapids,

MI: Baker Books, 1995. This book will give more detail to the concept of work as
vocation or occupation.
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WHY WORDS?

By Darrow L. Miller

Come on! You have got tie kidding! We are going to study words? Why study words when the world is
so broken around us?

Words are powerful. Through His spoken Word God created the universe (Gen. 1). Jesus is referred to by
the Apostle John as the Word of God (John 1:1, 14). Wascreated by The Wonahaker to be a word

maker. When man uses language, he shapes culture and the destinies of entire nations. The words we
use stem from our worldview and reveal what we value. Words frame the discourse of a society and are
directly conrected to the behaviors, laws and structures of a society.

Gl dzytry oSAy3a Olyyz2a YIS aSyasS 2F fAFTS 4AGK2dzi X
words are necessary for people to live distinctively human lives. The great news of Christitivaty is

D2R KlFa& 3IAGSY dza | A& J2HEEENIE 2 SIIREG ©&NENS tad REBYS YahEWm Qa
difference between human beings and everything else in creation. By means of words, we become
KdzY yT o6& YSIyad 2F D2RQa dINRBSR46iS2 0a80@EYS gKI G 68

¢tKS g2NRa ¢S dzaS Ay 2dzNJ AyRdzAGNEX g2NRa | yR LIKNI
a20ASGex¢ GK2fAaGA0 KSIfOKZ¢éE GNBLINRBRAzOGA GBS NRIAKIDG
particular worldview. These wordstimhately shape policies and programs. A few years ago, we saw how

GKS aKATU FNRBY aOKAf R &dadidd &draimatic changednNaBgiddd Bnd@ G A & S
field.

There are two maxims that relate to our subject. First, a sociological maxim:
You must change the language of the society before you change the society.
The second maxim, which comes from our friend Vishal Mangalwadi, is a theological maxim:
God spoke and created the universe. Man speaks and creates culture, which shapestke.univ

Whoever controls language controls history and shapes the future of a people and a nation. Others have
SELINB&EESR GKS L126SNI 2F 62NRaA AY AAYATIN FlLaAaKAZ2ZYy®
RNHz2& dzaSR o0& YI Yy A YSR®Ed 2 CKNRSHAISNNG YO 20/&GENRS Nili £ d N®3ldzl 3 S
[ 2018 &FARY a2 K2S@SNI RS FDgnbisi PeacacheRvixitingr iS fish Sefteémbell KS &
Hnnn yYSéatSIGSNI a¢KS . 20G2Y [AySé OlFffa LIS2L} S
2 | NNA 2 BA®PESES G2 2NR

& KIS AYONBRAOGES LI266SNI 0SOF dzi
g2NRa 6S dzaS (2 RS&AONROGS | aAddza GdAz2y 2N LINRoOof SY
BMark Talbot, #ADistinguishing Conf e MedermRefohatianngel i cal s f

Magazine (March/April 2001), p. 35.

YWHO defines reproductive health definitich6f éentilityicdntiokisy contr ol .
Aitermination of pregnancydo or abortion.

15 Quoted by George Grant in Grand lllusions 4™ Rev. Ed. (Nashville, TN: Cumberland House, March 2000), p.

118.
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dzf GAYFGSte 6Ay 6FNB® ! odf t SG ¢ 2 yiddilodged Wwithin yo2 dz RA S
YI1Shae &2dz FSIHNI $4ad¢

Let's look at two examples. During the™&nd 20" centuries, the language that many western societies

dza SR (2 RSaONROGS GKS @I t dzS safclity2KFdzYt [ AyF StéA quidhty GlIKKAST (ySRé
fAFSPE ¢KS FANRG LICNdst@arSworkddiew MRv@|dviBvR thak atknanmfe&yesWwhezR S 2
existence of God and believes that man is made in His image. Because of this, all humfaonliftne

youngest to the oldest, from the smallest to theggést, from the most broken and vile to the most

famous and wealthy is held to be sacred, having an intrinsic value because of the imprinted image of

God. Thesanctityof human life produced laws that were designed to protect life and to endow it with

certain unalienable rights life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness to name a few. However, with the

shift from the biblical worldview to the secular worldview, the waahctitywas replaced by the word

qualityb ¢ 2RI &8 A0Qa dzy 02 YY 2 safcltyid puti@ distoSrse.(iThis simplé § K S
change in one word marked a sea change in the western world. Instead of all of human life having value,

LINF AYFGAAY 2N dziAEAGENRFYAAY yizhe suiBa d tieifibestSLifeND A Y Q &
tKF G A& LINRPRAzOGA PS> KSIfGKes AGNRBY3I FYyR aglyiSRe A
FNB y24 FAG 2 tA0Sd® ¢KS dKdzyaASNI K2dzaSaé¢ Ay DSNXNI
G22YSyqa | St dK [/t Ay A Odre theleypRemiant® Sar pildces arfd (priscedRrésa y A (i &
reflecting the Darwinian paradigm.

{SO2yRx S0 dza t221 F+td GKS OKIFy3aS Ay YSIyAy3a 73
{KFFiSa0dz2NE gNRGSSE ac¢2 O2YLI aaA2YItd &3 tooibwitelh (2 22
Y A & S NBGophssién was seen within the framework of the biblical incarnation. To be
compassionate required a personal and direct involvement in the lives of the hurting and broken. This is

most dramatically illustrated in thdéife of Christ. Noah Webster's 1834 American Dictionary of the

gy 3t AaK [ly3dda IS RSTFAySa O2YLIl aairzy Lay ! adzF¥s
Random House edition of the Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary, however, defines compassiah ka

feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow for someone struck by misfortune, accompanied by a desire to
StEAYAYF(GS (GKS &AdzZFFSNAyIdé b2l K 2S0aGSN gl a tAGAYy3
in which the God of the universe joined in our suiiig (John 3:16, Hebrews 2:10, 14, 18). When the
worldview shifted from the biblical to the secular, the meaning of the word compassiod the very

nature of what it meant to be compassionatéi KA FiG SR® LG aAaKAFUSR FNRY aadzF¥
anda | ONAFAOAIft e 3IAQAYy3I 2F 2ySasStFx (2 SadlrofAadaKA:
OKNRdzZAK (GKS NBRAAOGNROGdzGAZ2Y 2F Y2ySead LyOINYylFdGA2yl
charity workers. The impact of the shift in the defioit of the word compassion is reflected in welfare

and relief and development worldwide, as well as in the lifestyle of the average modern Christian.

18 Earl of Shaftesbury quoted in Gertrude Himmelfarb, Poverty and Cmpassior(New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1991), p. 3.
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FromThe Book of Virtues: A Treasury of Great Moral Stpadied with commentary by William J. Beringtew
York: Simon & Schuster, 1993), pp.-418.

IN PRAISE OF THE STRENUOUS LIFE

Theodore Roosevelt

As a sickly, weak child of a wealthy New York family, Theodore Roosevelt1@B85H8could
certainly have found plenty of excuses to fall into a lifeioh, idle ease. But that was not his
way. With unyielding determination, he committed himself to rigorous physical exercise, turned
himself into a devoted outdoorsman, and threw himself into a life of public service. Roosevelt
gave this speech in Chicag 1899, a few months after becoming governor of New York, and it
has remained one of his most popular. Here he speaks to a nation just beginning to feel
tremendous wealth and power, and he cautions against the temptation of the life of "ignoble
ease" that prosperity and security can bring. He reminds us that the character of a ndtlan

that of an individual appears through its work.

In speaking to you, men of the greatest city of the West, men of the state which gave to the country
Lincoln and Grantmen who preeminently and distinctly embody all that is most American in the
American character, | wish to preach not the doctrine of ignoble ease buddbtine of the strenuous

life; the life of toil and effort; of labor anstrife; to preach that higést form of success which comes not

to the man who desires mere easy peace but to the man who does not shrink from ddrayar,
hardship, or from bitter toil, and who ouwtf these wins the splendid ultimate triumph.

A life of ignoble ease, a life of thaeace which springs merely from lagikher of desire or of power to

strive after great things, is as little worthy of a nation as of an individual. | ask only that what every
seltrespecting American demands from himself, and from his sons, shall be dechahthe American
nation as a whole. Who among you would teach your boys that ease, that peace is to be the first
consideration in your eya&sto be the ultimate goal after which they strive? You men of Chicago have
made this city great, you men of lllisohave done your share, and more than your share, in making
America great, because you neither preach nor practice such a doctrine. You work yourselves, and you
bring up your sons to work. If you are rich, sare worth your salt, you will teach your sotit though

they may have leisure it is not to be spent in idleness; for wisely used leisure merely means that those
who possess it, being free from the necessity of working for their livelihood, are all the more bound to
carry on some kind of nonremunera¢ work in science, in letters, in aity exploration, in historical
research work of the type we most need in this country, the successful carrying out of which reflects
most honor upon the nation.

We do not admire the man of timid peace. We admire then who embodies victorious effort; the man
who never wrongs his neighbor; who is prompt to help a friend; but who has those virile qualities
necessary to win in the stern strife of actual life. It is hard to fall; but it is worse never to have tried to
succeed. In this life we get nothing save by effort. Freedom from effort in the present, merely means
that there has been storedp effort in the past. A man can be freed from the necessity of work only by
the fact that he or his fathers before him have Wwed to good purpose. If the freedom thus purchased

is used aright, and the man still does actual work, though of a different kind, whether as a writer or a
general, whether in the field of politics or in the field of exploration and adventure, he shows he
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deserves his good fortune. But if he treats this period of freedom from the need of actual labor as a
period not of preparation but of mere enjoyment, he shows that he is simply a cumberer on the earth's
surface; and he surely unfits himself to hold hisnowith his fellows if the need to do so should again
arise. A mere life of ease is not in the end a satisfactory life, and above all it is a life which ultimately
unfits those who follow it for serious work in the world. . . .

| preach to you, then, my cmtrymen, that our country calls not for the life of ease, but for the life of
strenuous endeavor. The twentieth century looms before us big with the fate of many nations. If we
stand idly by, if we seek merely swollen, slothful ease, and ignoble peate,dhrink from the hard
contests where men must win at hazard of their lives and at the risk of all they hold dear, then the
bolder and stronger peoples will pass us by and will win for themselves the domination of the world. Let
us therefore boldly facéhe life of strife, resolute to do our duty well and manfully; resolute to uphold
righteousness by deed and by word; resolute to be both honest and brave, to serve high ideals, yet to
use practical methods. Above all, let us shrink from no strife, morghgsical, within or without the
nation, provided we are certain that the strife is justified; for it is only through strife, through hard and
dangerous endeavor, that we shall ultimately win the goal of true national greatness.
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FromThe Legacy of Wdim Careyby Vishal and Ruth Mangalwadi, (Crossway Books, a division of Good News
Publishers, Wheaton, lllinois, 1999), pp-25. Used by permission of the author.

A Quiz:
WHO WAS WILLIAM CAREY?

IMAGINE A QUIZMASTER AT THE FINALS of the All Inglisitidaicompetition. He asks the best
informed Indian students, "Who was William Carey?"

All hands go up simultaneously.
CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY AND BOTANIST

"William Carey was a Christian missionary," answers a science student. "And he was also tls botan
after whomCareya herbaceis named. It is one of the three varieties of eucalyptus found only in India.

"Carey brought the English daisy to India and introduced the Linnaean system to gardening. He also
published the first books on science and natunigtory in India, such as William RoxburdgH@ralndica,

0S50l dzaS KS 0StASOSR GKS o0A0fAOIt @GASe GKIGZ Wi
YyIGdzZNE Aa RSOf | NBR WYHHilRS0ON)HtE be Shilitned/ bt kalbivbidny ok G A & Y
human study. He frequently lectured on science and tried to show that even lowly insects are not souls

in bondage, but creatures worthy of our attention."

INDUSTRIALIST

"William Carey introduced the steam engine to India," pipes up a studemechanical engineering.
"And he was the first to make indigenous paper for our publishing industry. He encouraged Indian
blacksmiths to make copies of his engine using local materials and skills."

ECONOMIST

"William Carey," announces an economicgana'introduced the idea of savings banks to India, to fight
the allpervasive social evil of usury. Carey believed that God, being righteous, hated usury, and that
lending at interest rates of 36 to 72 percent made investment, industry, commerce, ambreg
development impossible.

"The moral dimensions of Carey's economic efforts," thedsti continues, "have assumed special
importance in India, since the trustworthiness of the savings banks has become questionable due to the
greed and corruption ofthe bankers and the nati@lization of the banks in the name of socialism. The
all-pervasive culture of bribery has, in many cases, pushed the interest rates up to as much as 100
percent and made credit unavailable to honest entrepreneurs, and has facedomists to rethink

their semration of economics from morality.

"In order to attract European capital to India and to meodize Indian agriculture, economy, and
industry, Carey also advocated the policy of allowing Europeans to own land and propéntyia.
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Initially the British government was against such a policy because of its questionable results in the
United States. But by the time of Carey's death, the same government had acknowledged-the far
reaching economic wisdom of his stanglist as ourindian government today, after a half century of
destructive xenophobia, has again opened the doors for Western capital and industry."

MEDICAL HUMANITARIAN

"William Carey," asserts a medical student, "was the first togagn for the humane treatmentof

India's leprosy patients. Until his time they were sometimes buried or burned alive because of the belief
that a violent end purified the body and ensured trarigration into a healthy new existence. Natural
death by disease was believed to result @urf successive births, followed by a fifth birth as a leper.
Carey believed that Jesus' love touches leprosy patients, so they should be cared for."

MEDIA PIONEER

A student of print technology stands up next. "Dr. William Carey is the father of prinbdéxgy in

India. He brought us the modern science of printing and publishing, then taught and developed it. He
built what was then the largest press in India. Most printers bought their fonts from his Mission Press at
Serampore."

"William Carey," resporsgla student of mass communtgans, "established the first newspaper ever
printed in any oried £ f Fy3dzZ 35S 06SOFdzaS KS 06StASOGSR GKI G
I KNAAGALI yAGe &aSS1a -Angiag joRnakrecdifiididywashtie farck that aye3 f A & K
birth to the social reform movement in India in the first half of the nineteenth century."

3

AGRICULTURIST

"William Carey founded India's Aditorticultural Society in the 1820s, thirty years before the Royal
Agricultural Society as established in England,” says a postgraduate student of agreulCarey did
a systematic survey of agriculture in India, gaigned for agriculture reform in the journdlsiatic
Researchesand exposed the evils of the indigo cultivation system g&nerations before it collapsed.

"Carey did all this," adds the agriculturist, "not because he was hired to do it, but because he was
horrified to see that thredifths of one of the finest countries in the world, full of industrious
inhabitants, had ben allowed to become an uncultivated jungle abandoned to wild beasts and
serpents.”

TRANSLATOR AND EDUCATOR

"Carey," says a student of literature, "was the first to translate and publish in English great Indian
religious classics such as tRamayanaand philosophical treatises such &amkhyaCarey transformed
.SyaAFtALI LINB@GAz2dzate O2yaARSNBR WTFAG 2yfteé TFT2NJ RSY?
India. He wrote gospel ballads in Bengali to bring the Hindu love of musical recitatiores gerthice of

his Lord. He also wrote the first Sanskrit dictionary for scholars.”

"Carey was a British cobbler,"” joins in a student of education, "who became a professor of Bengali,

Sanskrit, and Marathi at Fort William College in Calcutta, where civdrss were trained. Carey began
dozens of schools for Indian children of all castes, and launched the first college in Asia, at Serampore
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near Calcutta. He wanted to develop the Indian mind and liberate it from the darkness of superstition.
For nearly thee thousand years, India's religious culture had denied most Indians free access to
knowledge; and the Hindu, Mughal, and British rulers had gone along with this high caste strategy of
keeping the masses in the bondage of ignorance. Carey displayed ersorsparitual strength in
standing against the priests, who had a vested, interest in depriving the masses of the freedom and
power that come from knowledge of truth."

ASTRONOMER

"William Carey introduced the study of astronomy to the Subcontinent,"” deslaa student of
mathematics. "He was deeply concerned about the destructive cultural ramifications of astrology:
fatalism, superstitious fear, and an inability to organize and manage time.

"Carey wanted to introduce India to the scientific culture of astmy. He did not believe that the
KSIH@Syte o02RAS&E 6SNB WRSAGASE GKIFIG 3I28SNY SR 2 dzNJ
govern nature, and that the sun, moon, and planets are created to assist us in our task of governing.
Carey thought that thdneavenly bodies ought to be carefully studied, since the Creator had made them

to be signs or markers. They help divide the monotony of space into direttibast, West, North, and

South; and of time into days, years, and seasons. They make it possibig o devise calendars; to

study geography and history; to plan our lives, our work, and our social order. The culture of astronomy

sets us free to be rulers, whereas the culture of astrology makes us subjects, our lives determined by our
stars."

LIBRAR PIONEER

A postgraduate student of library science stands up next. "William Carey pioneered the idea of lending
libraries in the Subcontinent. While the East India Company was importing shiploads of ammunition and
soldiers to subdue India, Carey askesd tiiends in the Baptist Missionary Society to load educational
books and seeds into those same ships. He believed that would facilitate his task of regenerating Indian
soil and empowering Indian people to embrace ideas that would free their minds. Calbggtsive was

to create indigenous literature in the vernacular. But until such literature was available, Indians needed
to receive knowledge and wisdom from around the world, to catch up quickly with other cultures. He
wanted to make such knowledge awdile to Indians through lending libraries."

FOREST CONSERVATIONIST

"William Carey was an evangelist,” begins a student from the Indian Forest Institute. "He thought that,

WLT GKS D2alLlsSt TFt2dzNAAKS&a AY LYRALFFNBKS Fohh t RS ISH §
became the first person in India to write essays on forestry, almost fifty years before the government

made its very first attempt at forest conservation, in Malabar. Carey both practiced and vigorously
advocated the cultivation of titmer, giving practical advice on how to plant trees for environmental,
agricultural, and commercial purposes. His motivation came from his belief that God has made man
responsible for the earth. It was in response to Carey's joukrand of Indiathat the government first

appointed Dr. Brandis of Bonn to care for the forests of Burma, and arranged for the supervision of the
forests of South India by Dr. Clegham."
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CRUSADER FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS

"William Carey," says a feminist social science scholars 'tva first man to stand against both the
ruthless murders and the widespread oppression of womeintually synonymous with Hinduism in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The male in India was crushing the female through polygamy,
female infanticide, child marriage, widowburning, euthanasia, and forced female illiteracsll
sanctioned by religion. The British government timidly accepted these social evils as being an
irreversible and intrinsic part of India's religious mores. Casey began to casyiematic sociological

and scriptural research on these issues. He published his reports in order to raise public opinion and
protest both in Bengal and in England. He influenced a whole generation of civil serténttudents

at Fort William Collegeto resist these evils. Carey opened schools for girls. When widows converted to
Christianity, he arranged marriages for them. It was Carey's persistent, tfigatyear battle against

sati, widow-burning, which finally led to Lord Bentinck's famous Edidi8i29, banning one of the most
abominable of all religious practices."

PUBLIC SERVANT

"William Carey," says a student of public administration, "initially was not allowed to enter British India
because the East India Company was against the proselybiziigpdus. Therefore, Carey worked in the
Danish territory of Serampore. But because the Company could not find a suitable professor of Bengali
for Fort William College, Carey was later invited to teach there. During his professorship, lasting thirty
years, Carey transformed the ethos of the British administration from indifferent imperial exploitation to
WOAGAE Q aSNBAOSDH

MORAL REFORMER

"William Carey," reflects a student of Indian philosophy, "revived the ancient idea that ethics and
morality were insparable from religion. This had been an important assumption underlyind/duic

religion. But theUpanisbadideachers separated ethics from spirituality. They thought that the human
self(Atman)was the divine Se(Brahma).Therefore, our spirit cannatin; ourAtmanonly gets deluded

and begins to imagine itself as distinct from God. What we require is not deliverance from sin but
enlightenment, that is, a direct experience of our divinity. This denial of human sinfulness and emphasis
on the mystical gperience of our divinity madelit)l2 8 A0t S F2NJ dza Ay LYRAIl G2
the same time unabashedly immoral.

"Carey began taaffirm that human beings were sinners and needed both forgiveness for sin and
deliverance from its power oveéhem. He taught that it was not ignorance but sin that had separated us
from God, and that it was impossible to please God without holiness. According to Carey, true
spirituality began only when we repented of our sin. This teaching revolutionized theeimb century
religious scene in India. For example, after Raja Ram Mohun Roy, one of the greatest Hindu scholars of
the nineteenth century, came in contact with Carey and the other missionaries at Serampore, he began
to question seriously the spirituajitthen prevalent in India. He summed up his conclusions thus:

The consequence of my long and uninterrupted researches into religious truth has been that

I have found the doctrine of Christ more conducive to moral principles, and better adapted
for the useof rational beings, than any other which has come to my knowledge.

82



CULTURAL TRANSFORMER

A student of history stands up last. "Dr. William Carey is the father of the Indian Renaissance of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Hindu India had reachsdntellectual, artistic, architectural, and
literary zenith by the eleventh century A.D. After the absolute monism of Adi Shankaracharya began to
sweep the Indian subcontinent in the twelfth century, the creative springs of humanity dried up, and
India'sgreat decline began. The material environment, human rationality, and all that enriches human
culture became suspect. Asceticism, untouchability, mysticism, the occult, superstition, idolatry,
witchcraft, and other oppressive beliefs and practices becdhee hallmark of Indian culture. The
invasion, exploitation, and resulting political dominance of foreign rulers made matters worse.

"Into this chaos Carey came and initiated the process of India's reform. He saw India not as a foreign
country to be explded, but as his heavenly Father's land to be loved and served, a society where truth,
not ignorance, needed to rule. Carey's movement culminated in the birth of Indian nationalism and of
India's subsequent independence. Carey believed that God's imagie wes, not in idols; therefore, it

was oppressed humanitynot idolst that ought to be served. He believed in understanding and
controlling nature instead of fearing, appeasing, or worshiping it; in developing one's intellect instead of
killing it, as mystism taught. He emphasized enjoying literature and culture instead of shunning it as
maya. His thisvorldly spirituality, with as strong an emphasis on justice and love for one's fellows, as on
love for God, marked the turnirgoint of Indian culture froma downward to an upward trend. The

early Indian leaders of the Hindu Renaissance, such as Raja Ram Mohun Roy, Keshub Chandra Sen, and
others, drew their inspiration from William Carey and the missionaries associated with him."

So, who was William Carey?

He was a pioneer of the modern Western Christian missionary movement, reaching out to all parts of
the world; a pioneer of the Protestant church in India; and the translator and/or publisher of the Bible in
forty different Indian languages. Carey was aargelist who used every available medium to illumine
every dark facet of Indian life with the light of truth. As such, he is the central character in the story of
India's modernization.
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FromFruits of Creation: A Look At Global Sustainability ThrouglEyée Of George Washington Caverdohn S.
Ferrell. Copyrigh©® 1995 by John S. Ferrell (Shakopee, MN: Macalester Park Publishing Company)6@p. 61
Used with permission.

God Speaking To Man through the Things He Has
Created

The novelty value of &ver's research, combined with his compelling personality and humble origins,
made him a journalist's dream. Some writers, unfortunately, embellished what would have been a
fascinating biography left unembellished. As the list of Carver's products goewidsthe popular
mythology that portrayed him, in seemingly contradictory terms, as a great scientist whose work
bordered on wizardry.

With his deep Christian faith and mystical nature, Carver himself added to this confused image. He told
of arising eactmorning at four to walk in the woodspmmune with the Creator, and receive his orders

for the day. He called his laboratory "God's Little Workshapd he liked to quote scriptural passages
that he believed had patrticular relevance to his work and thug

In an article published in a Baptist periodical, a writer told how he asked, "What, Dr. Carver, is the most
marvelous fact of the age, or of the ages, the most wonderful conception of your mind?" Carver's
answer, said the writer, was "immediate ankklia flash™:

The creation story, the creation of the world. "In the beginning God . . . created the heavens and
the earth . . . and God said, Behold, | have given you every herb yielding seed, which is upon the
face of all the earth, and every tree, in igh is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be

for food: . . ."

"Behold" there means "look," "
life.

search," "find out". . .That to me is the most wonderful thing of

In an essay published well before his rise to national fame, Carver lokxddiow beholding creation
could bring a closer relationship with the Creator:

To me Nature in its varied forms is the little windows through which God permits me to commune
with Him, and to see much of His glory, by simply lifting the curtain and looking

I love to think of Nature as wireless telegraph stations through which God speaks to us every day,
every hour, and every moment of our lives.

In 1924, Carver addressed an audience at Marble Collegiate Church in New York. As reported in an
AssociatedPress story, he asserted that "No books ever go into my laboratory. | never have to grope for
methods; the method is revealed at the moment | am inspired to create something new. Without God to
draw aside the curtain, | would be helpless."
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An anonymous ditorial writer in the New YorKimesfound such talk deplorable. "Real chemists, or at
any rate, other real chemists," said the writer, "do not scorn books out of which they can learn what
other chemists have done, and they do not ascribe their succes$es) they have any, to ‘inspiration.’
Talk of that sort simply will bring ridicule on an admirable institution and on the race for which it has
done and still is doing so much."

Carver believed his words had been seriously misinterpreted. In a respoitse éditorial he wrote,

| regret exceedingly that such a gross misunderstanding should arise as to what was meant by
"Divine inspiration." Inspiration is never at variance with information; in fact, the more
information one has the greater will be thesppiration.

He went on to name many chemists who had influenced him and noted that he received "the leading
scientific publications."

In another response to th&imeseditorial, Carver expanded on his definition of inspiration. A writer for
the Golden Ag, a Jehovah's Witness magazine, quoted him as follows:

I know that my Redeemer liveth. | know the source from whence my help comes. Inspiration, as |
used the word in my New York lecture, means simply God speaking to man through the things He
has created permitting him to interpret correctly the purposes the Creator had in permitting
them to come into existence. | am not interested in any science that leaves God out; in fact, | am
not interested in anything that leaves out God.

To the end of his life, &ver's approach to his work closely combined his profound appreciation for
creation with his faith in the Creator. Recalling Carver's visit in 1939 to the Starr Commonwealth home
for boys in Albion, Michigan, Christy Borth told how Carver had held afypatidience spellbound for
three hours:
What began as a lecture on botany soon developed into astouhg recital of how intimately all
of the plants are related to one another, of how the plants and the animalankind included
are inextricably intedependent, and of how the whole of creation is related to its Creator.
Perhaps Carver's approach to life is besttaegn in a story related by hi$uskegee colleague B.B.
Walcott. Describing the opening of the Carver art collection at the sdha®41, the writer told of the
' 3Ay 3 S Rsmihseliosdhiedne whasked how he had done so many different things in his life:
"Would it surprise you," he replied gently, "if | say that | have not been doing many DIFFERENT
things? . . . All these years..| have been doing one thing. The poet Tennyson was working at the
same job. This is the way he expresses it:
Flower in the crannied wall,
| pluck you out of the crannies,

I hold you here, root and all, in my hand,

Little flowert but if | could undestand
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What you are, root and all, and all in all,
| should know what God and man is.
"Tennyson was seeking Truth. That is what the scientist is seeking. That is what the artist is

seeking . . . . My paintings are my soul's expression of its yearnidgguastions in its desire to
understand the work of the Great Creator."

QUESTIONS FGEFLECTION

In a lecture at theMarble Collegiate Church, Carver told of receiving God's help while working in the
laboratory.

Why was Carver criticized for his comméhts
How did he define the kind of inspiration he received?
Have you ever experienced a similar kind of inspiration in your life?

Christy Borth recalled a lectureivhich Carver described "how the plants and the animaitsankind
included are inextricablyriterdependent, and. . .how the whole of creation is related to its Creator.

What did Carver mean when he said plants, animals, and humans were interdependent?

Can you think of an example of this interdependence?

How is the "whole of creation" relatedtthe Creator?

Carver said that the different things he had been doing for many years were really just one thing.

What was the "one thing" Carver had ultimately been trying to do?

How well did he succeed in his quest?

86



FromThe Micah Mandatéy George Gint. Copyrigh® 1995 by George Grant (Chicago, IL: Moody Press), pp.
215220. Used with permission.

WHERE THE ACTION IS

Since the time of Bacon the world has been
running away from, rather than toward,
first principles, so that, on the verbal level,
S aSS aFlFOGé¢ adzmaidAiddzi SR F2NJ ad NHzi |
Richard Weaver

As | travel around the country and speak to different groups, | am often asked what | think is the
greatest threat to the integrity and security of American life and culture. | suppose that thosaskho

the question expect me to name one of the many humanistic juggernauts that seem to be forever laying
siege to justice, mercy, and humble faith.

Perhaps they expect me to name the American Civil Liberties Union. And for good reason. There can be
little doubt that the ACLU has subverted justice in this land to an extraorditeysee. Withmore than

six thousand cases in the courts each year and with a blatantly political agenda, the vast reach of the
organization has tragically affected virtually evegmmunity and every family in America. But | don't
think that it actually poses the gravest threat to our culture today.

Perhaps they expect me to name Planned Parenthood. And for good reason. There can be little doubt
that the organization has subvertegiercy in this land to an extraordinary degree. With nearly two
hundred affiliates and more than eight hundred clinics nationwide, the rbillibn-dollar abortion and

sex education conglomerate has defiled the minds of children, exploited the predicanfahts needy,

and appropriated the resources of t@ayers in horrifyingly unprecedented ways. But | don't think that

it actually poses the gravest threat to our culture today.

Perhaps they expect me to name the National Education Association. Agagoeofbreason. There can

be little doubt that the NEA has subverted humble faith in this land to an extraordinary degree. Now
controlling more than 90 percent of the government schools in America, the organization and its army
of lobbyists, bureaucrats, andctivists are largely responsible for the profound failure of public
education today its ideological extremism, its lack of academic achievement, its brutal administrative
centralization, and its insensitivity to the unique integrity of families, schavlssommunities. But |
don't think that it actually poses the gravest threat to our culture today.

Perhaps they expect me to name some homosexual activist group lik&JpAcn environmentalist

group like Greenpeace, a globalist group like the Uniteddxatior a New Age group like Tikkun. And
certainly each of these organizations ought to raise our alarms and cause us great concern. But | don't
think that any of them actually poses the gravest threat to our culture today.

In fact, all of these groupsaken together still do not seriously threaten justice, mercy, and humble

faith. They are merely symptoms of a deeper problem. Even with their access to billions of corporate
philanthropy dollars and tax revenues, their huge professional staffs, their ntlmisotontrol over the
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major media outlets, and their stranglehold on the apparatus of cultural power, they do not have the
wherewithal to wreak havoc on the essential fabric of our society.

Only one earthly institution has that kind of power: the church.

It is only when the churcfails to fulfill its calling in this poor fallen world thae have to really worry. It

is only when the church fails to uphold the standards of justice, mercy, and humble faith that the
onslaughts of the enemies of truth caongsibly have their intended-#ffects. It is only when the church
creates a vacuum by its own inactivity and impiety that the minions of this world have the opportunity
to exploit the innocent, the foolish, or the inattentive.

That is one of the reasorbkis book has not been filled with war stories, horror stories or h&agging
tearjerking and sout S NOKAY 3 ad2NASad L RARYyQl ¢lyd G2 €SI @
for the obvious deterioration of justice today, or Planned Parenthfiwdhe absence of mercy, or the

NEA for the subversion of humble faith. Because they're not.

The only reason these groups have been able to make headway with their vile plans is that the church
has not been all that God has called us to be or donéhatl God has called us to do. G. K. Chesterton
once quipped that any new book of modern social inquiry is bound to be all too predictable in both its
form and function:

It begins as a rule with an analysis, with statistics, with tables of population, alexi@ crime
among Congregationalists, growth of hysteria among policemen, and similar ascertained facts; it
ends with a chapter that is generally calléde Remedyit is almost wholly due to this careful,
solid, and scientific method that the remedy isver found. For this scheme of medical question
and answer is a blunder; the first great blunder of sociology. It is always called stating the disease
before we find the cure. But it is the whole definition and dignity of man that in social matters we
mustactually find the cure before we find the disease.

This book is obviously born of a concern for the disease of moral and social disintegration in our time.
But as Chesterton has said, we need not approach our subject medigdligh might lead us to trus

mere institutional or political remedies. Thus, | have taken the tack of essentially announcing the cure
rather than offering yet another diagnosis or description of the malady.

And the cure is simply the church adhering to its essential callingoltrisl when the elect of God yield
to their divine mandate in every aspect and in every detail of their lives.

A Culture War Maelstrom

One of the greatest men and most brilliant minds Africa ever produced was Augustine of Hippo. He was
born in 354 at Tag#st in presentday Algeria of a pagan father and a Christian mother. He was
brought up as a Christian but not baptized.

He studied rhetoric at the great university in the city of Carthage in order to become a lawyer, but later
gave up his plan for a caregr teaching. His study of philosophwith an emphasis on Platoism and
Manichaenism resulted in a complete renunciatiomf Christianity. He lived a sealbnfessedly
debauched life including keeping a mistress for fifteen years by whom hezadn.
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In pursuit of opportunities to improve his academic standing he took teaching pdstt in Rome and
later in Milan. It was in this latter city that he fell under the sway of the great bishop and rhetorician
Ambrose. After a long and bitter battle of the sedkscribed in his classic woBlonfessiors Augustine

was converted under Ambrose's ministry and was baptized in 386.

After some two years of intensive discipling and catechizing, he returned to Africa and established a
guasimonastic community in Hippo. €he he founded his famou€lassicum Acadmaedevoted to

study, writing, and the work of cultural transformation. The school was famed for its emphasis on art,
music, politics, and ideas.

In 391 Augustine's steadfastness, holiness, and giftedness werenizedgand he was ordained against
his own objections. In 394 he was elevated as coadjutor in the diocese. And e 388és elevated to
the bishopric of the city.

Most of his quite brilliant writings have endured the test of timehave eight thick volues that sit on
my desk and are widely read to this day. His commentaries Genesis and Psalms particularigre
of inestimable value. His apologetictike hisContra Manichaer Contra Pelagae continue to set the
standard for orthodoxy. And his didactasuch as hisanctudDeior DeTrinitater formed the first, and
arguably the best, systematic theologies the church has ever produced.

But he is perhaps best known foand made his greatest contribution withhis analysis of the culture
war here on earth andts relation to the war in the heavenlies. Entitl&g Civitate Deior The City of
God the book continues to define the terms of the debate better than any other work written before
or since.

According to Augustine, culture is not a reflection of a pesplace, ethnicity, folklore, politics,
language, or heritage. Rather, it is an outworking of a people's creed. In other words, culture is the
temporal manifestation of a people's faith. If a culture begins to change, it is not because of fads,
fashions, o the passing of time; it is because of a shift in worldvigivs because of a change of faith.
Thus, race, ethnicity, folklore, politics, language, or heritage are simply expressions of a deeper
paradigm rooted in the covenantal and spiritual matrix afoanmunity's church anthe integrity of its
witness.

The reason he spent so much of his life and ministry critiquing the pagan philosophies of the world and
exposing the aberrant theologies of the church was that Augustine understood only too welhtisat t
things matter not only in the realm of eternity determining the spiritual destiny of masses of humanity,
but in the realm of the here and now determining the temporal destiny of whole civilizations.

Augustine recognized that people's dominant wordgviinevitably shapes the world they have in view.
And he also recognized that the church is the starting point for the development of that worldview as it
faithfully fulfills its calling to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with Almighty God.

Tiny Pushes

Bridging the gap between activism and devotion, the Micah Mandate describes a comprehensive and
integrated worldview of vital faith and meaningful activity for the church. It presents what C. S. Lewis
called "Mere Christianity,"” what John Stott cdlléBasic Christianity,” and what William Wilberforce
called "Real Christianitylt delineates the ingredients of a balanced Christian life. It provides us with an
incentive to walk in the footsteps of those uncommonly common heroes who have gone befote us
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get our priorities straight, to put first things first, and to emphasize what really matters most. It outlines
a strategic plan for us to begin to do what God wants us to do and to be what God wants us to be.

It is time for us to change the
world with our tiny pushes of
justice, mercy, and humble faith.

It offers the church a model not only of fealty and faithfulnessit of anticipation and hopefulness as
well.

After all, the future of our culture does not depend upon political messiahs or instiitisolutions.
Neither does it depend on the emergence of some new brilliant spokesman or inspiring leader who has
the strength or ability to overcome the forces of darkness.

Instead,the future of our culture depends upon ordinary men and women in theawho are willing
to live lives of justice, mercy, and humility before God. It depends on people like you and me who
determine to live balanced lives in accord with the good providence of God before a watching world.

Writing to one of her many literarfyiends, the remarkable blindeafmute, Helen Keller said:

| long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to accomplish humble tasks as
though they were great and noble. The world is moved along not by the mighty shoves of its
heroes, but by the aggregate of the tiny pushes of each honest worker.

Now it is time for all of us who comprise the aggregate to begin to live out the prophetic implications of
that kind of faith ourselves by accomplishing the humble tasks of the churahistipito the world as
though they were great and noble. It is time for us to change the world with our tiny pushes of justice,
mercy, and humble faith.
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